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DEDICATION.

To whom shouald I dedicate this History or Tuz Maistirr rather than to
_thee, my friend Joax LyaLr, thou worthy Scot of the City of Glasgow ;
vou who have always urged me on to publish this work, and who have
furnished me with many useful notes from time to time, as well as making
careful portraits of some of the best specimens of the breed that I have
possessed. It is to your amateur skill that I am beholden for the fine oil
portrait of Old Peeress, which occupies the mantle-piece of my study
like a guarding Lares.

I might hase selected a noble, titled Patron to dedicate my efforts to,
but although I valuc old families and our nobility as much as any man,
1t is nevertheless simrly at their worth.

Instinctively the Pointer Puppy stands at game, and the Bulldog flies
at the head of its adversary; so by the same law of nature, that of hered-
itary transmission of qualities, the nobleman is intuitively and naturally
¢racious, and being free from the sordid influences of Merchandise, is as
a rule, far more free from the cursed love of gold and self gain, than
those connected with trade too often are. To several noblemen and
gentlemen I would here tender my thanks for the courteous manner in
which they have invariably answered my letters of inquiry on subjects
connected with the Mastiff, which I have required for this work.

I am also beholden to scveral antiquarians for various inseresting par-
ticulars, and in return, should always be willing to give my opinion as a
canine fancier and judge (which perhaps it is not too boastful to say, is
based upon practical experience), on any antiquarian remains that may
be discovered in any way connected with the dog.

It behoves me to mention the courtesy I have met with when I have
had cccasion to write to various noblemen and landed gentry, to whom I
fear at times, owing to my anxiety to obtain full and accurate information
I have been somewhat troublesome. But as Horace of old said of
Miecenas, ‘It is the true spirit of the gentleman to be kind, courteous,
and obliging to a stranger.” Thus, whileI tender my thanks to the many
who bave helped e, I can with pleasure set it forth as a lesson to my
readers, to render willingly such little acts of courtesy as may be in their
power from time to time; for by so doing, they not only engender a better
feeling among all classes, but also benefit mankind in general, through
advancing knowledge.

‘ V3734695






PIRIBIEACIZ,

A PreFicE to a work is perhaps now seldom perused, often to the readers
loss, nevertheless. to such of my readers who have the good grace to make
the exception I may say to gather the matter for this work I have drawn
from various authors, which for a short time I thought to quote in exact
chrenological order, but I soon perceived to do so entirely, I should debar
myself of evidence tending to buttress the various statements and facts
advanced, and T fail to see why any author should shackle himself
with any arbitrary system, and if by following the plan of quoting more
recent writers to bear out and throw light on ancient statements; I
have somewhat marred the system of my arrangement, I feel I have
strengthened the work, which is the feature I care more about, than for
any scholar like or customary system of book writing.

Ia defence of the plan I have followed, as La Motte says, ‘“ the preju-
dice for antiquity is itself very ancient.” T may fairly assume, that most
authors have gathered their ideas on historical subjects which have pre-
ceded them ; from the more ancient writings of their forebears. Thus
the immortal Shakespeare with all his keen perception and intuitive know-
ledge of the world, owed much of his historical information to zuthors
he had read. For as Chaucer has it.

“For out of the olde fieldes, men saithe,
Cometh all this new corn fro yere to yere,
And out of olde bookes, ip good faithe,
Cometh all this newe science that men here.

The Assembly of Foules

And Cicero says, *‘ The distinguishing property of man is to search for
and follow after truth. therefore when relaxed from our necessary cares
and concerns, we then covet to see, to hear, and to learn somewhat Cicero
Lib. 1. Ch. v. Virgil still more beautifully expresses this sentiment of
the love of knowledge in the Georgics Lib ii, line 490 ‘¢ Happy is he who is
able to trace out the origin of things ” and further Lord Bacor wrote on
the advancement of Learning Lib ii. ** Out of monuments, names, wordes,
proverbs, traditions, private records and evidences, fragments of stories,
passages of books and the like, we doe save and recover somewhat from
the deluge of time.”



viil PREFACE.

I thought at first of illustrating this book somewhat after the manner
of Berjeaus work.  The varieties of Dogs as they are found in old Sculp-
‘tures, Pictures, Ingravings, and Books ” but I perceived that unless |
could draw and engrave the blocks myself I could not be secure against
introduction and alteration on the artists part; which however slight,
would nevertheless be detrimental to the subject, for it is not easy to mect
with a copyist like the bright airy Gay depicts,

* So very like the pamter drew,
That every eye the picture knew;
He hit complexion. feature, air,
So just the life itself was there ;
Ie gave each muscle all its strength
The mouth the chin, the noses length ;
His honest pencil touch’d with truth
And marked the date of age aud youth.”

While T cannot speak too highly of Berjeaus work, for the insight it
furnishes to Canine History, the text is very scant, and in places ineor-
rect, it being palpable that Berjeau was no judge of dogs, he plainly could
not distinguish between the different breeds, for we find him terming
Boarhound like representations, Bloodhounds.

I write this impartially and simply to warn my readers, for when we
consider the time aud trouble that he mnust have devoted to collect the
various examples he gives, it would be invidious not to acknowledge the
merits of his work.

Having pointed out their defects and difficalties it will readily be seen
why, (not personally possessing the artistic talent of a Jolin Lathapi) I
preferred relying on my diseriptive powers for the varions points, and re.
ferring my readers to the originals; rather than availing myself of the
aid of the artists, however good a copyist I might have procured.

Poets and Painters are often the unintentional historians of their age
and the following pages will disclose that they have handed down to us
much history of the mastiff. The great Poet of the age, our Visionary
Laureate has been very silent about the English mastiff.  To me this is
a little grief as with his powers of weaving semi-historieal semi-mystical
romances, he could compose a pocm on the breed that would eclipse what
Gay, Shakespeare and even Virgil have left us.

M. B. WYNN,
Toe EvLus,

RoroLey, LEICESTERSIIRE.
JaNvARY, 18806.
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2 ORIGIN OF THE DOG.

Of the wolves themselves there are several distinct species,
and the same in foxes ; also various genera of hyena—all of
which may have offspring by the dog, yet the absurdity of any
idea of their all having one common origin is patent. Buffon
himself, although he mentions an instance of a wolf having
connexion with a dog, and progeny arising therefrom (vide

Juffon Nat. Hist. under heading mules) states the usual ster-
ility of such offspring, and the difficulty there is, with all mules
to procreate. Although it is just possible for them at times
to engender with one of their parent races, in which way the
nonsunthetical blood may be abscinded, yet mules will not
readily breed inter se.

Aristotle in the VIth book 2o0th chapter of his history of
Animals points out that the mule progeny of wolf and dog are
carried longer in the womb than the ordinary dog, and shorter
than the wolf, whereas the period of gestation 63 days never
varies 1n the true dog.

However I have known exceptions to this, the normal period,
and modern investigation seems to prove that the wolf like
the dog goes only 63 days.

Some naturalists affirm there is a slight, but decided differ-
ence in the conformity of the two species ; the osteology of the
wolf differing from that of the dog, but others deny this. A\
marked difference however is that of the cve, the pupil of
which in all the true dogs is round, while in the wolf it is
oblique.

The wild dogs of Africa and other countries hunting in packs
form another proof of the original distinct creation of the dog.
These together with the early existence of known and distinct
types, found figured on the earliest sculptures of Igypt and
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other countries, form the most cogent evidence of the primary
creation of several distinct types of the dog, similar to what
we see in other animals and birds, and it is in vain for natur-
alists like Bell, Buffon, Hunter and others, however able and
specious as writers to try to construct a progressive hypothet-
ical order of origin of species, to suit their own preconceived
views, in spite and defiance of the manifest non-mutability of
original types, and the opposition of nature, to violence offered
to her laws.

The possibility of producing mules and hybrids is quite a
different matter and their fertility or sterility does not really
effect the question of original distinction of specics in such
animals as the dog, hymna, wolf, and jackal,—or the sheep,
goat, ibex, and similar species, and it 1s just possible that a
cross between the dog and hy@na, wolf or jackal, runs in the
veins of some breeds of the dog.

Pallas, the celebrated naturalist. who visited London in
1761, held the theory that the mastiff was derived from the
hyeena; and Burchell also supports the same.

Lowe in his domestic animals of Great Britain, held that
it was very possible that the blood of a hyana cross, runs in
the veins of the mastiff, and the striped or brindle markings,
short blunt head and powerful jaws, are not at all unfavour-
able to such an idea, although the dentition of the hywna is
very different from that of the dog and wolf.

Aristotle mentions the canis Indices, Indian dogs, stating
them to be a hybrid between the dog and tiger—* Iudi coitus
tempore tn saltibus canes faeminas reliquut ut cum his tigrides ceant :
quorni exprimnes conceptus ab nimiam fevitatem, inutilis partus judi-
cant ; wtemque sccundos, sed ftertios cducant.” Lucretius (De rerum
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natura Lib iit, Line 717.) speaking of this breed persuing deer
calls it «“ Canis Hyvcano de femine.”  That these fierce dogs begot
in the * Hyrcanian forests were any hybrid with the tiger is
simply impossible ; canines and felines being unable to breed
together, but it is just possible that they were a cross with the
hyena or clse some race of mastifflike dogs, then existing wild
in the woods of Asia and since become extinct.

Cuvier says in his Animal Kingdom that domesticating the
dog is thie mest complete, the most useful, and most singular
conquest man has achieved, the various species having becone
our property.

With regard to the original wild varicties from which our
numerous races of domesticated dogs have sprung, I may
suggest that in all probability several have become extinct,
possibly before the flood.  We know that the wild originals
of some of our oxen, for example the Bos Longifrons, have
become so, and the domestic long-horn cattle of Britain, are
not at all unlikely to become extinct, unless preserved as curi-
osities, although the leading varicty in England only onc
hundred years ago.!  The unreclaimed ancestors of our do-
mestic dozs would be a pest to man, and from their nature,
would not shun his presence and thus be not difficult to destroy,

*yreania, of Scythic origin and said to denote waste or uncultivated
country. It was a mountainous district covered with forest, sitnated at
the north-eastern corner of the Caspian sea, and was in fact the country
round the modern Asterabad, stretching northwarls toward the modern
Ust Urt plain, towards the Oxus Zadraeart near the modern Jurgan was
the ancient metropolis. Wild horses, asses, buffaloes, deer, auntelopes,
bears, hyenas, and wolves still roam iu tlie plains, and the margins of the
lakes and rivers which are lined with tall sedges and feathery reeds,
abound in wild boars and beasts of prey. Virgil (dsnid Lib iv, Line 367)
mentions the Hyrcanian tigers. In such a district wild dogs of a mastiff
type would be able to cxist.
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and therefore as population spread in Europe the wild canines
would get exterminated, and the opinion has been advanced,
and not without reasonable data, that the very wolves that
infested Britain, were not of the same species as the Conti-
nental wolf (which would have been more than a match for
the wolf dog of Ireland) but were in reality a wild dog, and
possibly the wild aborigine from which when crossed with the
Celtic greyhound of Gaul, arose the Irish wolf greyhound,
which so assisted in their extermination.

Col. H. Smith ( Nat. Library vol. ix) suggests that a lost
or undiscovered species, allied to the canis tricolor or hysna
venatica of Burchell, was the source of the short muzzled and
strong jawed races of primitive mastiffs, and again he says,
in one group of domestic dogs however, there is one bearing
evidence of a much greater departure from the general simi-
larity—a departure leading to a strong presumption that the
typical animal was taken from an aberrant species, one nearly
approximating the hyana and allied to canis tricolor or Pictus
Anthor. The group is that of our mastiff and bulldog. But
Col. H. Smith as well as other naturalists have seemingly
overlooked the fact that the indigenous mastiff of Britain and
Gaul had probably a wild prototype, long since extinct, and
the idiocratic temperament of the English mastiff and bulldog
1s very favourable to such a theory.

In still further refutation of the lupine ancestry of the dog
may be instanced the early distinct mention of the animal
from the wolf in various countries, in Egypt we find that the

t Aristotle mentions the division of animals into domestic and wild,
which theory though adopted by some naturalists, is defective, as the
Lorse dog, ete., that lived in the woods, did not differ specifically from
the domestic. Vide Arist de part Ani Lib 1. C, 3. t, 1, p, 972.
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dog was from the earliest traceable times regarded as the
emblem of Anubis, Osiris, or Sirius, the former being believed
to be the Greek corruption of the latter. The dog was the
emblem of the watcher or shepherd god of the rising of the
Nile.

Juvenal hb. v. sat. xv. ver. 8, states that “whole cities
worshipped the dog,” 7.¢. as the emblem of Anubis.

The Hebrew word nobeh, to bark, (which the wolf does not)
occurs in Isaiah hiv. 10. and is evidently the root of the Hebrew
hanubeh, the barker, the Egyptian anubis, the Latrator
anubis of Ovid. The aspirate being omitted in the two latter
instances.  Sirius is believed to have been derived from Seir,
which in the language of the first inhabitants of the Thebiad,

meant a dog.

Perhaps the strongest proof of the non-lupine origin of the
dog, 1s that in some of the oldest writings in the world, we
find distin¢t mention of both the dog and wolf, and also of
their different natures, and separate and distinétive words
are employed to define each animal in various languages

The dog, although sometimes spoken of as an emblem of
shamelessness and obscenity, and by the Hebrews as unclean,
(owing to its being venerated as the emblem of a false God
by the Egyptians), yet is represented as the guardian, friend,
and companion of man, while the wolf is ever spoken of with
hatred and avoidance, owing to its ravening and cruelty,

Moses, skilled in all the learning of Egypt, writing more
than 2000 years B. C., mentions the watchdogs of the Egyp-
tians, stating (Exodus xi. 7.) “not a dog should move his
tongue against man or beast of the children of Israel,” neither
the wolf nor jackal bark, therefore this is manifest reference
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to the domestic dog, and Job xxx, c. 1, v. mentions ¢ the dégs
of his flock,” proving at what an early date the shepherd
made use of the animal. While in Genesis xlix. 1s stated the
ravening nature of the wolf, the zeeb of the Hebrew and
Arab, derived according to M. Majus, from the Arabic zaab
or daaba, to frighten.

Harris thought the wolf to be represented on the Praenestic
pavement, with the mouth half open, jaws long and well
armed with teeth. Both Harris in his dic¢tionary of the Nat,
Hist. of the Bible (Art Wolf) and Col. H. Smith Nat. Lib.
vol. ix. (under Thous Anthus, wild dog of Egypt) mention
this figure of a canine in a howling attitude figured on the
Praenestine, Mosaic, in the part depicting Egvpt, with the
word Zwr or Zwer over it, which they attribute as allied to the
Ethiopic plural Zybt or Azibit, for wolves, but with every
deference to their erudition I am inclined to think the word
Zwour stands for The Holy Animal 7. ¢. Tutelar God of Upper
Egvpt, the god of the Nile—Latrator Anubis—who is always
represented with a head of a wolfish type, which seems to me
best accounted for, first from the fact, that the true mastiff
type was almost or entirely unknown to the early Egyptians,
and secondly Anubis was the shepherd watch dog of the Nile,
and we find the sheepdog n every clime and in every country,
with a wolfish type of head. This I attribute will be owing
to shepherds in the first instance, finding their flocks ravaged
by the wild dogs of the country, would capture some of their
voung, and direct the proclivity for sheep worrying into
collecting them together (which is a natural instinct) when
directed, and then trained them to protect their charge, and
probably the early sheepdogs of Egyvpt would be of this
wolfish or wild dog type.
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My reason for holding the idea that Eowr simply meant the
holy animal is because the word is plainly of Greek derivation.
Strabo states Praneste claimed a Greek origin, although
afterwards colonized by Alba. Scylla beautified its oracular
temple of fortune (a goddess that ever favoured him) and
Pliny says the first mosaic pavement introduced into Italy
was made by the command of that General. Ziwoir scems
nearly allied to ows which was the Laconic for feos or Zeus.
vy 1o . By the two gods viz. Castor and Pollux Arist 214.
"Otos adjective meaning holy, and we see the Egyptian Sirius
was contracted and written by the Greeks Osiris. I may also
snggest Zows being the Greek word for a sculptor’s chisel from
the theme Eew to scrape or carve stone. Howr may have been
a name applied to the wolf, owing to its rasping and scraping
habits.

The Dog, the Sanscrit Cvan, the Hebrew Cheleb, and
Arabic Kilb was held in contempt by the Jews on account of
the veneration the Egyptians paid to the animal as the
emblem of the God Anubis.

Turning to the Greeks we find the dog termed xvwr (Kuén)
the o being pronounced long, and the pronunciation of the
word is very similar in sound to the howl of the domestic dog,
and it is curiously suggestive of the truth of the Biblical
account (Genesis i1.-20) that Adam named the various animals:
that their primary names as far as traceable (although often
strangely corrupted by use through long ages and found under
various forms) seem in nearly every instance to have been
accorded generally from the voice or cry of each animal, or
else from their habit or some striking characteristic—showing
thereby an unmistakeable oneness of original idea in denom-
inating them.
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Herodotus Lib. ii. c. 66, mentions the regard the Egyptians
had for their household dogs.

From Homers Illiad, the oldest of Greek literature, com-
posed nearly some thousand years B. C., we find the raw-flesh
eating wolf (Avkos opodayos Lib. xvi. 156) described, their
ravenous nature is mentioned in Lib. 1v. 471. and Lib. x1. 72.
and their grey colour Lib. x. 334, and the radical meaning of
the Greek name Auvkos seems a devastator or ravager.

We see also how completely domesticated the dog was at
that early date, for Homer mentions hunting lions and boars
" with dogs. ““They all trembled as dogs around a lion,”” Lib.
v. 476, and again ** As when a boar or lion looking fiercely
round conscious of his strength, turns upon the dogs and
huntsmen,” Lib. xii. 41. also books iii. 26. viii. 338. xi. 2g2.
and xi. 548. He mentions hunting dogs or boarhounds Lib.
x1. 325.  The swift dogs of Troy Lib. 1. 50. and Lib. xi. 817.
and shepherd dogs Lib. x. 183. Homer also uses the word
dog as a term of reproach to females lacking modesty and
virtue, applying it to Helen Lib. 6. 344. and makes usc of the
term dog contemptuously as a term of reproach to denote
effrontery in men.

/Eschylus in his Agamemnon 370 compares Clytemnestra
to the watch dog of the house, which John Scandrete Harford
D.C.L. of Blaize Castle has beautifully translated into the
following :

‘ His wife he’ll find the guardian of his house,

Faithful, as when he left her, to her vows,”—

To him devoted, to his foes a foe.
Scene iv. p. 195,

Among other early evidences of the domesticity of the dog,

perhaps the most striking is the mythical Cerberus, older than
B
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any existing literature, and mentioned in Homers Odesy Lib. i1.
622. His name composed of two Hellenic words kpeas—/fupos
(greedy of flesh) shows the well known nature of the dog, also
the best manner to stop the barking of the watch dog, either
of Plutos gloomy realms, or the terrestrial globe.

No doubt poor blind old Homer, as he wandered through
the seven Greek cities, was often, like the modern mendicant,
annoyed by the chained watch dog of the wealthy. The fact
that Iercules is stated to have dragged Cerberus by his
chain from hell to earth, proves uncontestably that it was
customary to chain large watch dogs to prevent both ingress
and egress, more than goy years B.C., the date Homer flour-
ished according to the Arundelian marbles.

Cerberus being represented with three heads, has been
explained as typifying the past, the present, and the future.
The monstrous Cerberus with head large enough for three,

His mane bristling, like fifty or a hundred snakes;

With his broad yawning mouth, and * black ears hanging down,
Sits guarding his master’s portals.

Mastiff like keeper, preventing ingress and egress,

The work of a Hercules to drag him {rom his chained post,

Or an Orphesian task to Iull him to sommnolence ;

Those compelled to visit his gloomy realms

Should provide themselves with cakes, to still his barking jaws.

If we admit the fact of the universal deluge, attested by the
annals of Assyrian history, as well as sacred writ, we see
from the ancient sculptures that have been found, that many
of our established breeds, were in existence within compara-
tively very few centuries of the flood itself, and these breeds
have remained unchanged and unchanging in typical peculi-
arities or characteristics ever since. Of the existence of several

# The black ears of Cerberus are mentioned by }ioraca Lib. ii. ode xiii.
There was formerly a fine old painting of the dog Cerberus with Pluto, at
Harden Hall, Cheshire, formerly the resideuce of the Arden family.
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distinét known varieties of the dog some 400 years B.C., some
slow hounds, gifted with keen sense of smell, others of a
greyhound type depending on their speed to run down their
prey; we may read full mention of in Xenophons memor-
abilia of Socrates Lib. iii. ch. ii. Dec. 8.

I maintain the sculptures themselves prove the empirical
fallacy of the suppositious lupine origin of the dog. But
beyond this, experience in breeding reveals to the operator,
if he has any discernment, the necessity of their having been
at least some half dozen primary distinct varieties, to account
for the opposing fixed characteristics in the known breeds,
which have existed from the earliest times, in order to produce
the various blends or allied groups of varieties, some of which
have been formed in early ages, while others are known
compounds produced within the memory of man, but these
latter, unlike the former are variable in their peculiarities.

From some half dozen known typical races, it would have
been, and still would be, possible to produce all the varieties.
And what strengthens this theory formed after lengthened
experience In breeding and careful investigation, is that
practical writers on poultry (for one I refer to that talented
and interesting writer the Rev. E. Saul Dixon, M.A., who
treats on this subject in the preface to his work on Poultry),
have likewise become impressed with the fact that there must
have been several distinct aboriginal varieties, to account for

the production of the numerons existing races both of Poultry
and dogs as well.

One of the strongest arguments against the dog being
merely a domesticated and cultivated wolf, is the faét that
whenever abandoned and left to seek its own livelihood,
none of the emancipated dogs have ever bred back into wolves






CHAPTER II.
THE MASTIFF TYPE.

* Where oft the mastiff skulks with half shut eve,
And rouses at the stranger passing by.”
Bloomfield’s Farmers Boy.

—_—

Berore proceeding further, in order that my readers may
fully cemprehend the true type and peculiarities of the mastift
which | wish to expose and prove in this work ; and that they
may perceive the revelation of the points, as they may be
gathered from each historical fragment I lay before them ; it
may be advisable to lay down briefly the general character-
istics which form the real mastiff type.

In all animals and even in the races of man, the most
distinctive feature determining species and variety, is the
skull ; from which the skilled anatomist can readily determine
the habits and consequently, general form of the animal to
which it belongs. For the conformation of the skull
containing the brain, is formed either primarily or most
gradually from the continued habits the animal i1s adapted
and subjected to, and is modified but gradually through
forced change or suspension of habit. The form of the body
is concomitant with that of the cranium, therefore on exam-
ining the skull of an animal, it is not difficult in most cases,
to pronounce what will be the form of the carcase and limbs,
nay Ex pede Herculem, insomuch if a fairly skilled anatomist
has but a portion of the skull to guide him, he can form a
fairly correct idea, what the remainder must have been like.
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and concomitantly that of the body also. To the mastiff or

as it is sometimes incorretly and pedantically termed the
mollossian group, belong. The mastiff, its stunted and

exaggerated confrere the bulldog, and the dwarfed and still

more artificially exaggerated pug dog. All these possess

certain conformity of type, diametrically opposite to breeds

like the hound, greyhound, or spaniel; although infusion of

the blood of other species and circumstances, especially the

ignorance and caprice of man, may more or less modify or

intensify the characteristics.

In the mastift group the muzzle is markedly short, the
cranium elevated, the superior maxillary is wide and ponder-
ous, the zygomatic arch is strongly developed and widely
divergent, the frontal bone is very thick and wide, the
temporal bones are strongly developed, the lower maxillary
is thick and massive, widely divergent and convex, turning
up and naturally inclined to overshutting the upper jaw.
This is a point that dog fanciers have contended and quarreled
about, with as much fury, and little more reason than their
dogs themselves, will over a bone; and it is labour thrown
away totry and teach the obstinate and wilfully ignorant ; that
nature intended the teeth of some animals to overshut. while
those of others to be level or undershut, so as to fit them
best for their respective habit. All dogs of the mastiff or
baiting kind should certainly be what is termed ‘ undershot,”’
and if setting prejudice and ignorance aside, any one
will only take the trouble to investigate the matter in a

naturalists point of view, for example by examining the mouth
of the ordinary fresh water pike, they will see that fluvial
bulldog is considerably undershot, in order to enable it to
seize and hold more securely its prey. Here we see naturc
left to itself instructing us, if we have but the sense to learn.
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The foregoing characteristics of the mastiff group show
that their natural habit is that of broad thick-set powerful
animals, deriving their food naturally more from bold attack
of larger animals, and tearing the flesh from, and gnawing the
bones of, dead carcases, than on their speed or hunting powers.
Their limbs are characteristically short and stout, with
powerful muscles to move such powerful short levers.

The points drawn up by fanciers are somewhat fallacious
and arbitrary, being laid down simply to define the most
typical, and highly cultivated specimens.

All mastiffs should be, more or less heavily wrinkled about
the face, the lips pendulous, and having a certain amount of
dewlap ; the ears, although they should not be set so low as
in the hound and should be free from any folding, need not
be so small as the fancy dictates. It isno doubt a charadter-
istic of the English bulldog to have very small ears, and the
English mastiff is all the better for approaching its smaller
relation in character generally, but its other congener the
pug dog, 1s often spoilt according to fanciers ideas, through
having the round, thick ear, which generally grows to larger
dimension than the pointed or commonly termed V shape
usually does, although the former is equally or even more
typical. A round medium sized or even thick, heavy ear, is
not at variance with purity of mastiff type, and when the face
is heavily wrinkled, dewlap pronounced, and lips character-
istically pendulous, the ear will generally be larger, and have
more leather about it, than the modern fancy dictates.

Of late years the pendulosity of the lips is a characteristic
that has been lost sight of by the majority of breeders; in fact
some who set themselves up for judges, have condemned this
oft mentioned characteristic of the race, which has been very
much lost—through the introduction of vertragal blood
through the boarhound cross.
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The stern in the mastiff, need not necessarily be carried
down, as the modern fancy dictates, for although a decided
improvement, we sec in the Assyrian sculptures, the tail
curled over the back, the same in the Tibetian and in the
older pictures of the English mastiff.

The curled carriage of the stern has been cultivated in the
pug dog until it has become an exaggerated peculiarity in that
breed. The coat of the mastiff varies greatly according to
climate and housing, and nothing sooner marks the country
the animal belongs to. The colours vary and formerly the
breed ran all colours. 1t will readily be seen, mere height is
at variance with the true type; weight, and general massive-
ness, being far truer characteristics.

The theory or opinion I hold, is that the LEnglish mastiff
from the earliest times has existed in Britain, in its purity
resembling in many respects a vast bulldog, being the ancestor
of that breed. Such being the true pugnaces peculiar to
Britain and Gaul mentioned by the historians, and by crossing
these with larger breeds, particularly the Asiatic mastiff
(introduced probably Dby the Pheenicians) and other large
races of the pugnaces, as the white alan or war dogs of the
Alani, a larger variety ot the mastiff was formed, which often
became crossed with the boarhounds and other large breeds,
as example the Kerry beagle and old Southern hound ; to its
detriment. \Whereas whenever crossed back with its dwarfed
descendant the bulldog, manifest improvement in all points
except mere height has been obtained.

The English mastiff and English bulldog present affinity of
character possessed in common only by the Spanish bulldog,
of any known race of dog, character which is absent even in
the Asiatic mastiff. This stamps these varieties as peculiarly



THE MASTIFF TYPE. 17

European, and places the English bulldog as the most typiéal
of the European mastiff group, and simply unique in its
characteristics.

Before proceeding further it may perhaps render the subject
more easy of comprehension, if the history of the Asiatic
mastiff is briefly traced from the earliest times up to the
present.

It would be difficult to denominate any precise home of the
Asiatic mastiff, or to give any more generic name to embrace
the allophylian varieties than that from their distin&tive
features, they must at once be classed as belonging more or
less to the mastiff family.

Their geographical position however has extended, and still
extends from the Caucasian ranges through the valleys of the
Elburz mountains, and onwards through the north of Turk-
istan to the Himalayas, and thence northwards over the vast
area of Thibet, the Shan disiricts, Mongolia and Siberia.
The accounts of travellers respecting the characteristics of
these Asiatic mastiffs are so varied, that the only way to
reconcile the conflicting statements at all, is to assume that
distric¢t varieties have arisen, owing to a greater or less amount
of adulteration, with the blood of the sharper muzzled sheep-
dogs of their respective localities.

That a true Asiatic mastiff has existed from very remote
ages, is proved by their figures represented on Assyrian
sculptures some 650 years B.C. These show the broad short
truncated muzzle of the true mastiff, the lips being deeply
pendulous, and the loose skin down the sides of the face
falling in heavy folds. The ears being wholly pendent, and
the dewlap very pronounced (which seems very characteristic

C
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to the Asiatic mastiff in its purity), the body cylindrical and
heavy, and Jimbs extremely massive, the stern mostly carried
upwards over the back in a hoop-like curve.

These dogs appear to have been of vast size, equalling in
proportion, the largest of our modern dogs, and their height
may be estimated to have been from 30 to 34 inches at shoulder,
and at times even 36 inches perhaps.

The next historical mention of the breed is when in 326 B.C.
Alexander the Great crossed the Indus—and that mighty
conqueror appears to have been the introducer of them into
Greece, as before his time the true mastiff with pendent ears
appears to have been unknown. Megasthenes who flourished
B.C. 300 being about the first of the Grecian writers, who
mentions the true mastiff with pendent ears.

Coming to more recent times Marco Polo the celebrated
Venetian traveller, who penetrated the distri¢ts of Central
Asia, and Mongolia, writing in 1295 mentions the Asiatic
mastiffs, which he describes as large as asses, probably no
exaggeration if he meant to compare them to some of the
smaller breeds of the domestic ass.

Of later years these Asiatic mastiffs appear to have degen-
erated greatly in many districts, owing seemingly to having
been crossed with the sharp muzzled smaller breeds owned
by the inhabitants of Central Asia, and the finest specimens
that have come before European notice have been of Thibetian
extraction, so much so, that the Asiatic mastiff has generally
becomedenominated the Thibet mastiff(Mastivus Thibetanus).
The Penny Encyclopaedia states that Mr. Hodson in a paper,
¢ on the mamalia of Napal’ published in the ¢]Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Calcutta,” mentions inter alia under the
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title of Canis Familiaris Linn, the pariah as the only dog “of
the lower and central regions. The Thibetian mastiff, he
states is limited to Kachar (Cachar) into which it was
introduced from its native country, but in which it degenerates
rapidly: there are he observes several varieties of it.

Some years ago there were specimens of these Thibetian
dogs in our Zoological Gardens, they are described as having
been larger than any of our English mastiffs, their colour
black, slightly clouded on the sides with tan, their paws and
a spot over each eye, being also of the latter colour—these had
the broad short muzzle of the mastiff, their lips more pendulous
than in the European mastiff, and they appeared to have
generally a greater amount of loose skin.  These fine animals
died soon after their arrival, but there is an excellent engraving
of one of them in Youatt on the dog, also in the 1849 edition
of Stonehenge.

Dr. Wallich stated that these Thihetian mastiffs were the
watch dogs of the table lands of the Himalaya mountains
about Thibet, and they were thought to be the only specimens
of the kind that had reached Europe. Blaine however states
that he saw one in the possession of the Ccuntess Minden, an
exact counterpart of those that were in the Zoological Gardens,
and that the Countess informed him that she had met with
hers in Germany.

Captain Razer mentions the Thibet mastiff, statirg that cne
of them, a fine animal, was as large as a gocd sized Newfound-
land dog, with very long hair, and a head resembling a mastiff,
his tail was of an extraordinary length, like the brush of a fox,
and curled half over his back. He was so fierce that he
would allow no stranger to approach him. This comparison
to a Newfoundland is worthy of notice, as other travellers
have made a like similitude.
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Captain Turner wrote: “ Entering a Thibet village and
‘being indolently disposed and prompted by mere curiosity 1
strolled along among the houses ; and seeing everything still
and quiet, I turned into one of the enclosures, which serve as
folds for cattle, the instant I entered the gate to my astonish-
ment up started a large dog, big enough, if his courage had
been equal to his size, to fight a lion, and I was a good deal
startled at first, but recolle¢ting their cowardly disposition I
stood still ; for having once had one in my possession I knew
they were fierce only when they perceived themselves feared.
Some people came out of the houses, and he was soon silenced.”

Mr. Moorcroft in the account of his journey to Lake
Manasarovana, in the 18th century notices the Thibet dogs
as guards to the flocks of the Uniyas and Dbore testimony to
their fierceness and disposition to attack strangers. Some 30
years ago a Mr. Jolland of Buxshall near Lindfield, Sussex,
had a fine specimen presented to him by Mr. Cooper, who
endeavouring to penetrate Thibet from Assam was prevented
on entering the boundaries, by a message from the Thibetan
authorities, accompanied by a Thibet mastiff and a dagger
for his acceptance, with the intimation that if he advanced it
would Dbe at the risk of encountering many such dogs and
weapons. Mr. Cooper had two English bulldogs with him

which nearly killed the Thibet mastiff, before they could be
choked off, nearly shaking the life out of him.

This specimen somewhat resembled a Newfoundland, but
is described as having a wolfish cast of head, his coat was of
long thick black hair, with the usual tan paws, his tail bushy
and carried over his back. The dog flew at Mr. Cooper who
completely cowed him by administering a severe thrashing,
which has been the Author’s experience with the only Asiatic
specimen he has ever owned.
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Mr. Bennet stated that the Thibet mastiff is bred on the
Himalaya mountains, on the borders of Thibet, for the
purpose of guarding the flocks and the women who attend
them. They are the watch dogs of the plateau, and guard
the women and homesteads while the Bhotans are away on
their trading excursions.

Mr. Bennet stated that these dogs are the defenders of
almost every considerable mansion in Thibet and that he had
to pass by a row of wooden cages containing a number of
them, when on an embassy to the court of Tesloo Llama in
Thibet, and that they were so savage that it was unsafe to
approach them.

Some years ago I met with a gentlemen who had seen many
of these dogs brought down to Calcutta for sale by the
Bhotans, and he said that they resembled Newfoundlands far
more than English mastiffs, and that the heads of all the
specimens that he saw were pointed and wolfish. In colour
they were generally of a dusky black, with light tan paws,
that some were a kind of dun approaching to fawn, and that
they stood not above 27 or 28 inches at shoulder, and in his
opinion, had little claim to be considered mastiffs. Subse-
quently to this I corresponded with Mr. Robert Shaw, chief
commissioner at Ladak, and I found that he had seen them
around Ladak, and his description was very similar to that
given me by the gentlemen whose opinion and statement I
have quoted.

Dogs of a more distin¢t mastiff type are found in Mongolia,

some of a silver-grey colour with long hair and fine brush-like
stern.

Some years ago now I met with two Asiatic mastiffs that
had been brought over from Russia, the one said to be a
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Siberian was of a dirty white colour, with long coarsish coat,
somewhat long in head, but broad, blunt and sQuare in muzzle,
with very small ears, deep but somewhat narrow in body,
standing probably some 31 or 32 inches at shoulder with great
bone, but very deficient in muscular development compared
to good specimens of the English variety. The other was a
lower standing animal, being not more than 29 inches at
shoulder, with rounder barrel, short stout limbs, and one of
the most typically mastiff heads I have ever seen—eyes
remarkably small and grey in colour, the muzzle short blunt
and very deep, lips extremely pendulous, ears very small, coxt
short, very dense and somewhat woolly, colour a deep red
chestnut, with blue or slate coloured points, and a white
streak up the face, white on breast and paws, stern somewhat
thick and brush-like. He had a split nostril, and the skin
instead of being black, was bluish slate colour. That this
was a true mastiff colour I was aware from having seen an
English mastiff bitch of exactly the same colour and markings
at Lord Stanley’s of Alderley in Cheshire.

In temper the Russian (which I purchased) was sullen and
ferocious to strangers when on chain, when loose however
taking no notice of anyone but his master, and he was a most
undemonstrative and uninteresting animal in disposition.

On several occasions he growled ominously at me on very
slight provocation, on one occasion growling at me I kicked
him broadside into his kennel and clapped the door to just
in time, as he rushed at it like a wild beast.

On another occasion, losing my temper at his repeated
snarling I seized him by the collar and beat him with my
slipper until I was tired, this completely cowed him, he never
showed any ill temper towards me personally afterwards and
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even grew to be somewhat affectionate, but no one else would
he let approach him. He showed the utmost indifference to
cold, preferring sleeping on the hard cold brick floor, to his
wooden bench, either with or without bedding.

Of recent times Thibet is the only country that has obtained
any notoriety for possessing the Asiatic mastiff in any state
of purity, but I am inclined to think that isolated specimens
and little families of the pure breed still exist in those vast
regions, stretching from Thibet right into Russia, in fact
through the whole regions of ancient Sarmatia. These Asi-
atics are not nearly as muscular as the English breed, and
inferior for fighting purposes, and any further introduction of
the Asiatic blood into the English breed, although it might
give greater dignity of expression, more loose skin and wrinkle,
and restore the somewhat lost pendulosity of the lip, and
perhaps a smaller ear; would nevertheless result in failure,
as the girth of skull in our English mastiff and bulldog, has
been cultivated for generations, and improved by careful
breeding not understood by foreigners, for in breeding domestic
animals the English have long possessed talent unrivalled by
other nations.

Having thus laid down these generalities I will resume my
evidences by saying the earliest and most incontestable proofs
we possess of the origin of the various races of dogs, are the
delineations of the animals that existed in the days of early
Assyrian, Egyptian, and Grecian sculpture, and among
these we may trace dogs of the mastiff as well as greyhound
and other types, existing centuries before the christian era.
The characdteristics are the same to day, as they were when
the noble mastiff delighted the eves of the Assyrian kings.
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1t will be interesting to my readers to know where they
may see for themselves proof of my statements and arguments
based thereon as I proceed— and in persuance of this plan I
may say there is a fine specimen of the Assyrian mastiff,
drawnfrom a baked clay bas-relief found in the Birs-i-Nimroud
figured in page 164 of a little work entitled ¢ Ruined Cities of
Bible Lands,” by Dr. W. K. Tweedie, D. D., it is also figured
in the third edition of Nineveh and Persepolis by Mr. Vaux,
the bas-relief itself was found by Henry Rawlinson, and
presented by the late Prince Consort to the British Museum.
The tail in this specimen is curled over the back, the same as
seen in the Thibetian mastiff, the pug, and delineations of our
earlier English mastiffs. It is also worthy of remark that the
Assyrians were always careful to define long hair when it
existed, but in this specimen the stern appears free from any
roughness, although so minute arc the details that the very
fraying at the end of the rope is depicted, the loose skin hangs
down the face in enormous wrinkles or folds, and the lips
were extremely pendulous evidently, although the mouth is
marked by a slit or line in the usual conventional form of
Assyrian sculpture. The ears are of medium size, chest very
deep, and limbs massive, the head short and of great volumn,
and muzzle short and truncated. Therc is a great similarity
between this dog and some of our noted English specimens.

Further examples of the Assyrian mastiff are figured in
¢ Gleanings from the Natural History of the Ancients,” by
the Rev. W. Houghton, and they have more of the ILuropean
mastiff character about them, and their sterns while carried

gaily are not raised above the line of the level of the back.

There is a fine specimen of one of the Assyrian mastiffs
figured in Berjeau’s work. ¢ The Dog in Old Sculptures,
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Paintings, etc.,” from a sculpture in the British. Museum.
This1s a noble example of the breed, reminding me strongly
of Taurus 2nd 9339, for some time my property, and one of
the very best specimens of his day taking all points into
consideration.

In the British Museum is a sculpture showing the use that
the Assyrian kings made of these mastiffs. It represents a
lion hunt or artificial battue of lions, in an enclosed park, of
Assur—ban-i-pal, King of Assyria, who flourished some 640
yvears B.C. The dogs are held back by men with a rope, one
dog before the lion is at a dead stand, evidently barking, the
others showing evident signs of impatience to get at the royal
game. In another part of the museum are models of these
hunting dogs of the same monarch, found behind the slabs at
Nineveh, so we see this king was fortunate in possessing both
modeller and sculptor, aithough the artist’s names have not
been handed down to us.

Darwin in his Animals and Plants under domestication,
states that on the tomb of Esarhaddon is figured one of these
Assyrian mastiffs. Esarhaddon (2 Kings xix-37) son and
successor of Sennacherib died according to George Smuth’s
Assyria 668 B.C. In his reign the wandering tribes of
Cimmerians migrated acrcss the Caucasus; and Esarhaddon
also attacked and subdued the Medes, and this powerful
monarch probably introduced the mastitt from these countries
after his conquests. Although he died 668 I3.C. his tomb

would not be ornamented until the reign of hisson Assurbanipal,
who we find in possession of many of these mastiffs,

In the «“ Excelsior Helps 1n Progress in Religion. Science,
and Literature, vol. v, is some mention of these Babylonish
dogs. Colonel Rawlinson (the merits of whose opinion as a

D
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judge of the mastiff I am unaware of the value of) was inclined
to think that the mastiffs sculptured on the Assyrian slabs
were of the Thibetian breed.  But they do not accord in
peculiarities of feature with more modern specimens - of that
breed, and I am inclined to think that it 1s far more Jikely
that these mastiffs sculptured on the Assyrian slabs cte. were
a breed which either existed in Assyria itself at that date or
clse were introduced from Sarmatia, Albania, Hyrcania, or
Iheria, or some of those northern parts of Asia above’ Armenia,
which we read ot having possessed dogs large, and couragcous
enough to have successfully coped with the lion. Moreover
they are more like our English mastifi in type than the shaggy

mastiff of Thibet, which always scems more or less to have

been crossed with the sheepdog of the country.  The mastiff

of Turkestan being a small dog, little better than could be
produced by crossing an English mastift with a Scotch sheep-
dog. The Mongolian mastiff (of which Mrs. Assiter possessed
a beautiful specimen exhibited at Maidstone show in 1850,
and of which animal I have a lock of hair) is a long woolly
coated animal, which scems characteristic of all the more
northern Asiatic animals. However, Col. IT. Smith says *In
Persia, where the rulers were generally descended from tribes
of Central Asia, the princes possessed vast hunting packs,
as is mentioned by Nenophon.  We find Megasthenes (who

flourished about 300 B.C.) the first to notice the true mastiff

with drooping ears, these he suggests were most likely known
to the Greeks as the Candarides and Seri, the latter not being
Chinesc but Afghans of Candahar,” but Col. I1. Smith scems
to have gone too far north-west -overlooking the Hyrcanian,
from whence in a north-castern direction, has probably ever

been the cradle of the Asiatic mastiff.
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Turning from Assyrian to Egyptian sculpture, in the
Museum at Boulaq, is a tablet that formerly stood before the
tomb of king Antafaa 2nd, in the valley of the El Assisif at
Thebes, on this tablet are figured the four favourite dogs of
the king, and one represents a very perfect mastift of vast size,
this dog has a smaller ear than the Asiatic or Assyrian
mastiffs. the head is short and full, and the muzzle short and
truncated, but the latter point not so marked as in the Assyrian.
The neck is thick, and breast deep. Dr. S. Birch, L.L.D. of
the British Museum, who kindly sent me his pamphlet
containing cuts and particulars of these dogs, remarks that
the mastiff 1s a breed rarely represented in the Egyptian
sculptures, and from one of the names of the dog in question,
he conjectures it to have been black in colour, and thinks it
was probably of the same breed as we see figured on the
Assyrian sculptures. But the talented antiquarian is not
sufficiently well versed in the minutia of canine type, to detect
the fact that the dog has more of the European character,
being higher in forehead, and in fact, to use a comprehensive
expression—Dbeing more bulldog-like in character. The pam-
phlet was reprinted from the ‘¢ Transactions of the Society of
Biblical Archaology vol. iv. 1875,” and besides containing
numerous cuts of dogs, throws great light on the early existence
of several known types, as well as the great antiquity of the
love and value for the dog in Egypt.

Dr. Birch's remark that the mastiff 1s but rarely found
depicted among the numerous Egyptian sculptures of the dog
is very suggestive that the species does not belong to Africa.
Col. H. Smith mentions that in the south-east of Arabia he
was informed there was a race of dogs allied to the mastift,
by its great size and round truncated muzzle, but that the lips
did not overhang the lower jaw, and the ears were semi-erect,
the coat fine,
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He states that this appears to be the breed figured in the
temples of Ceylon, whither the race may have been brought
by Arabian navigators.

In Stanley’s African expedition he heard of vast dogs used
for the purposes of war by the natives. There appecared in
The Daily Telegraph of August 10, 1876, page 3. col. 3,
mention that ¢ On the shores of the Victoria in Usukuma he
heard of a people far north possessing very large dogs of such
fierce nature that they were often taken to fight against the
enemiesoftheirmasters.” These people hesubsequently ascer-
ained to be the Wakedt, a tribe living north of Usoga. In the
same issue page 3, col. 6, “ Usongora is a great salt field, it is
rom all acconnts a very land of wonders,”” among other things
he mentionsa breed of very large dogs of extraordinary ferocity.
Again in the same paper, issuc of Oct. 15th, 1875, page 5, col.
4. ““All my men had distinguished themselves, even « Bull ™
my British bulldog had seized one of the Waturu by the leg
and had given him a taste of the power of the sharp canines
of the breed. Andin col. 6 of the same «“ 1 hear strange tales
about the countries on the shores of this lake (Victoria) which
make me still more cager to start, one territory is said to
possess a breed of such large dogs that even my mastiffs are
quite small compared to them. One of Stanley’s mastiffs
was presented to him by the Baroness Burdett Coutts I
believe.
From the sculptor’s art we may learn that the true mastiff
-has always been confined more or less to latitudes 20 to 60
north of the equator, and to certain countries.

Col. H. Smith states that the Takhti Boustan sculptures
and Indian carvings, paintings, and manuscripts are destitute
of the form of the mastiff.



THE MASTIEF-TYPE. 29

Greece, the land of classic song and ennobling art has never
possessed the breed, seemingly. Nothing remains of the work
of Praxiteles (except the Apollo Sauroctones): his dogs long
since have been lost, along with his famous Cupid and the
form of his Phryne as Venus, but as he worked the time
resisting bronze and lasting marble, perhaps in spite of Byron’s
invective, it 1s left for some other Pictish Peer to draw down
another * Curse of Minerva ™ for his canny picking out some
model canine guardian of the *Lares.

The Athanian Phidias and his rival Alcamenes have left
us o examples of their talent, nor has Sicyonian Polycletus,
although reckoned the mest skilful among the ancients. But
Myron, who so excelled in carving animals, that his famous
cow, the poets would have us believe imposed on the dewlapped
bulls of Thessaly, has handed down to posterity, one beautiful
piece of sculpture, showing plainly the type of the Grecian
molossus, which was in the possession of Lord Feversham,
at Duncoml?c Park, Yorkshire.

Turning to the classic writers we enter upon a sea of
literature that requires a skilful pilot to steer clear of the
numerous rocks that are liable at every turn to assail us, and
the carelessness and ignorance of later writers on Natural
History have greatly added to the mist that hangs over classic
lore.

The term for the mastiff among some naturalists, is the
molossus, originating with our early writers, who chose to
think that the classic writers meant a mastiff, in the sense we
now use the word, whereas the molossus was not in reality a

* The Lares were placed on the hearth or beside the door in private
houses. Plutarch tells us the Lares were covered with dogskin, and the
image of a dog placed next to them.
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mastiff. Many people therefore, erroneously think the word
molossus necessarily means a mastiff, whereas the Greeks only
became acquainted with the true mastiff about the time of
the Macedonian conquest at 336 B.C., being about 300 years
after the breed was cultivated by the Assyrian kings.

History informs us that Molossus was the name of a king
of a people living in Epirus, who took the name of Molossi
from him, and the distri¢t obtained the name of Molossis,
where were the mountains of Selli or Suli. This country
became famous for its dogs as guardians of flock and home-
stead, and they werc imported to Rome, and became well
known under the name of canes molossi.

Grote in his History of Greece Lib. ii1. chap. xxiv. page 558,
states that the Molossians and Chaonians were two of the
principal nations of Epirus, and that Epirus 1s cssentially a
pastoral country, that its shepherd dogs were celebrated
through all antiquity.

Of the unmastiff-like type of the Molossian we may learn
from Aristotle who says :—Of the Laconian dogs, that they
were produced from a cross with the wolf.  ** Laconici canes cx
vulpe ¢t cane generantur,” Arist. Hist. Animals, Lib. viil. ch.
xxviii., and of the Molossian he says, they differ nothing from
the Laconian, but as a guardian of the flocks and herds they
are eminent against wild beasts for size and courage.” Lib.
ix. ch. 1.

The difference in the period of gestation between the Lacon-
ian and ordinary breeds of dogs is mentioned in Lib. vi. ch. 20,
which goes a long way towards furnishing positive proof that
the Laconian and Molosstan dogs were in reality in the
opinion of the ancients, the result of a union between some
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large breed of dog and the wolf. That such a union is possible
has been proved in several instances beyond doubt or dispute,
and Buffon in his dissertation on mules (under the Ass)
mentions an instance of a cross between a mongrel mastiff and
the wolf. Virgil ii. line 18, mentions Latrante Lycisca and
from Claudian we learn that Francia possessed dogs produced
from crossing the dog with the wolf, and without extending
these remarks, it is palpable that the molossus was a dog of
wolfish type.

Classical writers carelessly or for convenience called any
and all dogs approaching anything like the dogs of Epirus in
size or character by the common term molossus. The Rev.
Watkins in some well written and interesting notes on the
British dogs, published in the Antiquary, shows the molossus
was a word soon used in a much wider sense than its primitive
meaning warranted, i.c., a dog belonging to the Molossi. And
although Virgil in his Georgics, Lib. 1ii. line 404, distinguishes
between the swift Spartan and fierce Molossian, later writers
classed all large dogs under this heading.

It is recorded by Ehan that the Molosst wept over their
dogs slain in war, and the effigy of one, slain at the battle of
Marathon, was placed over his master’s tomb. M. A. Plautus,
the comic poet, who died about 133 B.C.,-informs us that the
Molossian dogs were house dogs. and opposed and indifferent
to hunting. * Molossi canes parasiti quibus opponantur venatici.”
Plaut. s.c. 1. A.1. The word ** parasiti” being used in a
satirical sense.  In the Dictionary of Ambrosius of Celephini
(the 1653 or gth Edition) is a curious collection of Greek notices
of the molossus—some ot which derive them from the brazen
dog made by Vulcan. My late friend J. W. Thompson (of
mastiff notoricty) ncarly led me into a very absurd and
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never-the-less amusing error over some brazen dogs at Cote-
hele House.  Mr. Thompson informed me that he understood
that they were very ancient colossal dogs, upwards of four
feet high, and beyond doubt casts of Molossian dogs or
mastiffs. I wrote to the Dowager Countess Mount Edgcombe,
who very kindly informed me of the error, the dogs in question
being only ancient brazen fire dogs, upwards of 250 years old,
and standing some four feet high. Had I accepted my late
friend’s statement without further enquiry, and enlarged upon
it in Goldsmith-like style, it would justly have landed me in
rather a brazensmith literary bungle, but I have endeavoured
to verify as far as possible the statements I have made use of
throughout this work.

De la Barre Duparcq in his work ¢ The Dogs of War™
which is in the French, mentions that there are two ancient
marble statues in the Vatican at Rome of the true Molossian
dogs, and Col. H. Smith states that in the Vatican collection
of Sculpture there is only one statue of a genuine mastiff.

The high state of perfection to which ancient sculptor’s
attained in representing the dog at a very early date in its
various attitudes and varieties, may be gathered from the fine
piece of sculpture (attributed to Myron) at Duncombe Park,
Yorkshire, which is a figure of Alcibiade’s dog, and it will be
remembered Alcibiades died 404 B.C. As a further proof of
the perfection art had attained and the early existence of
certain recognised breeds. In the Hall of Animals in the
Vatican at Rome, is a remarkably fine statue of a dog of
pointer-like form, represented at a dead point, sculptured out
of white marble, interspersed with black knots and veins.
This ancient work of art was found under the ruins of a
mansion in ancient Rome, the execution is said to be faultless,
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and the figure exactly the same as the pointers used formerly
in Spain and Portugal, being remarkably broad across the
chest, and stout in the limbs, with an expansive forehead, and
tail docked within a short distance of the root, as was the
fashion in Spain and Portugal up to the present century.

Again in Youatts work on the dog are figured some grey-
hound puppies, taken from a statue of Actezon and dogs, found
in the ruins of the Villa Antonini, near Rome.

The dogs of the ancients were generally large and powerful
watch dogs, for house and fold, as Virgil mentions the
Amyclean shepherd dog, Georgics Lib. iii. 345. Amyclae
being a city of Laconia, which was famous for its dogs.

From the Ajax of Sophocles, A¢t 1, scene 1, we learn that
the Laconian or Spartan dog was a true hound, hunting by
scent. I have not a copy of the original Greek by me, but
Adam’s translation runs as follows: “And now I will seek
thee among the tents of Ajax, where he keeps the utmost
guard, searching and tracing his newly impressed steps, to
see whether he is in or not, thy search for him is certain as a
Spartan hounds scent for the game.” I mention this fully as
it not only proves the existence of the true hound at that
period, but is plainly the source together with some lines in
Sir Philip Sydney’s Arcadia, from whence Shakespeare derived
his hounds of Theseus in Midsummer Night's Dream, and if
the Electra of Sophocles did not more than furnish the
skeleton of Hamlet, I am mistaken.

But to return to the subject, classical writers used the word
molossians at a later period to embrace the true mastiff and
allied groups, and Dr. Caius, Gesner, Linnzus, and other
naturalists followed the classical jumble. Therefore (eaders

F
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and translators should be very guarded how they render
molossus as a mastiff, for the true molossian was an erect-
eared (altas aure) slate coleured (glauci) or fawn (fulvus)
swift footed wolfish-looking dog, identical or almost so, with
the modern Suliot boarhound. A fine sculpture of the true
molossus was found at Pompeii, with the inscription, ¢ Cave
Canem,” which I would have translators remember.

Horace has well described the breed in his Epodes, ode. vi.
lines 5 to 8, and in his Satircs, Lib. ii. Sat. vi.

It will be seen throughout this work that I have constantly
extracted the history of the mastiff from the writings of the
poets, and I may say, poetry is a great instructor of the past,
an honest, an enduring historian, a truthful exponent of every
day life of the time it was written. The noble sculptures of
the past decay, the efforts of skill and art of the older empires
and past times leave only crumbling remains, indistinct
through age ; to prove their existence, and nothing, the work
of man’s hand has outlasted the creation of man’s mind. The
productions of the poets still live, may still be studied with
advantage and drawn from, like a never-failing well. Rightly
were the poets crowned with evergreen. Homer still speaks
fresh and vigorous as in the days of the Calydon boar-hunt,
or Acteons tragical fate in pursuit of the stag. So with our
later poets. The world grows older, man docs but ¢ Fret and
strut his hour upon the stage, and then is seen no more.”
But they endure, live and reveal truthful information 1if we
only consult their oracular mediums. The dusky daughters
of Cadmus. The lettered page.



CHAPTER III.
THE BRITISH MASTIFF.

* Bold were those Britons who the careless son’s
Of nature roam’d the forest bounds at once,
Their verdent city, high embowering fane
And the gay circle of their woodlard wars.”
Thompson’s Liberty.

—————

Frow the preceding chapters it will be seen that dogs of a
true mastiff type have existed from the earliest times, and it
has been conjectured that the Phcenicians introduced the
Assyrian or Asiatic mastiff into Britain.

Col. H. Smith says, the mastiff is often reckoned an indi-
genous variety of Great Britain, but he believed that it was
imported by the Cimbric Celtz, and as this species is known
to exist in High Asia, it is likely from thence we obtained it.

Bochartus, (the celebrated Oriental scholar and author of
¢ History of the Animals of Scripture,” who died at Caen in
1667), states that the Pheenicians came as far as the islands
called Casseterides (i.c. Sicily Islands) which abounded in tin.
That they also came to Cornwall, and called Britain Barac-
tanac or Bractanack 7.c. the land of tin.

Strabo, pages 14 and 265, states that the Pheenician
commerce with the Belgiz and Britons was carried on by a
system of barter and exchange without the aid of money, so
also was the more recent commerce carried on during the age
of Augustus and Tiberias by the Pheenicians with the Britons,
whose money at Caesar’s first invasion consisted merely of
pieces of brass without any impression, and iron bullion.
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The Pheenician traders would have to cater for the taste
and cupidity of our barbarous forefathers, who amounted to
little better than savages (the ¢ THospitibus feros Brittannos
of Horace, Lib, iii. ode iv.-32) although the community of
wives and incestuous and unnatural alliances imputed to them
by Cwsar and Diodorus, I opine were unfounded, having
arisen probably from the practice of several families sleeping
in one common apartment or hovel, as was still continued by
many of the Welsh until quite recent times without any
sacrifice of morality.

However the Pheenician traders would have to bring arti-
_cles for exchange calculated to suit the taste of their British
producers of tin, and what more likely, than seeing the
courageous but somewhat undersized pugnaces or fighting
dogs, owned by the Britons (as mentioned by Gratius and
Arrian) that they should bring as an article of barter some of
the larger pugnaces or mastiffs of Asia, of which modern
scholarship and research renders it presumable they would be
fully cognizant of. '

Of the Pheenician colonization from Carthage, and voyages
through the straits of Gibraltar as far as Alfionn (7.c. Albion)
and Ierne (7.e. Ireland) notice has been preserved under the
voyages of Himilco and the Periplus or voyage of Hanno,
the latter been recorded to have settled seven colonies on the
Continent towards Britain. The date of the latter voyage is
estimated to have been about 550 B.C. The Carthaginian
intercourse with their mother country Tyre, whose trading
with Assyria was intimate, would fully account for the
Carthaginian Pheenicians knowledge and possession of the
Assyrian mastiff, which we see was known 640 years B.C.,
during the reign of Sardanapalus. And from a small work
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entitled ¢ Ancient History of Assyria from the Mohum:znts,”
by George Smith, chap. xv. We read the high state of
civilization the Assyrian monarchy had obtained under Assur-
ban-i-pal, the Sardanapalus of the Greeks. Under his rule
works on geography were made, a list of countries, their
positions and produéts, etc. And in chap. xv. page 183, Geo.
Smith mentions the noble breed of mastiffs to which particular
attention was paid, whether native or imported from the
Cimmerians, Scythians, or other barbarians.

Another piece of canine evidence of probable Pheenician
importation is the existence from time immemorial of the
water spaniel peculiar to Ireland and Spain, introduced by
the same traders, probably from Carthagena, as Dr. Birch has
identified the breed on the early Egyptian monuments
Among the Papyrus and other reeds of the Nile, this variety
would be most useful for retrieving water fowl, shot with the
primitive bow and arrow.

The Sluideen or wattled old greyhound pig of Ireland
forms another very suggestive connecting link of intercourse
between that country and Africa, the animal having seemingly
a closer affinity to the Ethiopean wild boar (the Apis Zthi-
opicus or wart-hog of Pallas, which he inferred was the same
as the Sus Larvatus of Madagascar) with its wattled excress-
ences, than to other British varieties.

To the Romans little was known of Britain previous to
Julius Ceesar’s conquest in 55 B.C., before which, the name
Britain was almost unknown to the Roman writers, thus it is
not surprising that Virgil makes no mention of the British
- dogs, and his contemporary cowardly little Horace contented
himself with imprecating war on the inhospitable Britons at
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a safe distance. And Virgil Ecl. i. line . ¢« E¢ penitus toto diviscs
orbe Brittanos. Gratius Faliscus, the contemporary with
lascivious Ovid, and author of a Cynegeticon, writing about
A.D. 8, says: Soon after Britain was discovered, the pug-
naces of Epirus (i.c. the true molossus) were pitted against the
pugnaces of DBritain, and the latter completely beat them,
that a large variety of this class (pugnaces) was employed to
guard the sheep and cattle, also to watch at the door of the
house. Gratius further says: ¢ Whosoever—If you will go
“to marlket through the Morinian coast, and it pleases you
“to visit the British in a rickety or risky Gallic boat, with
¢ the tide, oh how good a bargain and worth all the costs, at
“the same time if not possessing the form and the beautiful
chins,” (evidently an illusion to the heavy undershot and in
some peoples eyes ugly lower jaw of the mastiff) «“ this is the
¢« only defect in the British youngsters, for when it comes to
““real work and headlong martial valour required with extreme
¢“ discrimination and lying in wait, not then are selected
‘““molossians to be admired so much.” Grat Cyneget p. 26,
London 16gg. The foregoing is a careful and literal transla-
tion I made.

The Morini were a people of Belgic Gaul, on the shores of
the DBritish Ocean. The shortest passage to Britain was
from of through their territory, they were called ““extremi
hominum” by the Romans, because situated on the extremities
of Gaul. Their city called Morinorum Castellum, is now
Mount Cassel in Artois

Although keeping as strictly literal as possible, I have
slightly idiomatized my translation in order to be better
understood by such of my readers as may be unable to
translate the original for themselves.
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While most translators have entirely overlooked"the refer-
enc to the (mentitaros, chin or muzzle of animals) broad
blunt under jaw or chin, which we see was a marked
characteristic in the time of Gratius even. Virgil makes use
of the word mentum, to denote the chin or lower maxillary of
animals.

The rickety Gallic boat or ponto was peculiarly a Gallic
vessel, and in imagihation we can depict some young Roman
of the stamp of Gargilius mentioned in Horace (Epistles Lib.
i. Ep. vi. line 58) delighting only in horses and dogs, setting
out from the Roman capital with a sack of Roman money,
nick-nacks, small arms, and jewelry, on a voyage to Britain,
to procure a brace or two of good British mastiffs to cause a
sensation at the circus. Passing through Parma and thence
across the lofty Alps through Paris, thence to the Morinion
frontier, where hiring a rickety little boat manned by some
broad-set Belgian, he would have to undergo all the discomfort
of sea sickness, beside the hazard of crossing the Fretum
Gallicum, then rowing up father Thames, he would land at
Londinium, and there seek out some old Bill George of a
savage, living in a dirty little mud hut, surrounded with a
stoccaded yard, in which some ten or twenty savage DBritish
mastiffs would be tied.

Although gentle reader this is the fiction of imagination,
my excuse will be to remind you, that history repeats itself,
“ Quid fuit fuerit I But to return to Gratuis, he says of the
British dogs : That they have no pretentions to the deceitful
commendations of form, and his writings show plainly that
there were two classes of the British pugnaces, differing
principally in size, which is highly suggestive of the existence
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of the ancestor of the bulldog (or pure pugnaces) and the
mastiff, the latter closely resembling the former only larger,
and in all probability a cross between it and some larger
race.

In this larger variety, used to guard the doors of the houses
of the Britons, and to protect their flocks and herds we can
plainly trace the mastiff and its superiority over the true
molossus.

Strabo writing about 44 B.C. states DBritain produces
sagacious dogs in hunting, and the Celts use them for the
purposes of war, and he mentions the pugnaces, remarking
their pendent ears, lowering aspect, and flabby lips.

Diodorus Siculus, who flourished about the same date
states on Gallia, Lib. v. the Celts when they dined sat on the
ground, and not on benches, and used for a carpet the skins
of dogs and wolves.

1t is not out of place, being worthy of remark, showing the
carly use made of dog skin, and hence cultivation of the dog,
that helmets were originally made of dog skin, whence the
Greek appellation xwey (Kuneé) contracted by the Attics
into xwwy. Subsequently however, soldier’s caps and helmets
were made of other skins than that of the dog, as we find
mention of kvwvey Tavpen i.e. a helmet of bulls-hide, and the
word kwvey in course of time came to mean a helmet of any
material whether of leather, iron, or brass, Vide Homer,
Lib. iii. 316 and 366.

Arrian who wrote A.D. 130 about, and whose work was
translated by the Rev. W. Dansey, in 1831, mentions the
pugnaces of Britain and Gaul in his Cynegeticus, observing
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that they were getting scarce 1n their purity, having been
much crossed with the larger and swifter breeds. This
mention on Arrian’s part of the crossing of the pure British
pugnaces, to obtain greater size, shows very clearly how the
British mastiff was manufactured, and accounts for the breed
being mentioned by various subsequent writers as the greater
and lesser sort.

However, there have been some writers and dog fanciers
in England, whose imagination being as elastic as their
veracity, have been sufficiently insane, as to endeavour to
make ont that the English mastiff exists in its purity and 1s
quite a distinet family from the courageous English bulldog
The two breeds nevertheless have evidently arisen from a
common origin.

Arrian’s incidental mention of the want of swiftness in the
British pugnaces, is very suggestive of the kind of mastiff
described by Dr. Caius in Elizabeth’s reign, as “stubborn
““and of a heavy and burdenous body, and therefore of but
“little swiftness.”” Arrian further states that the dog was
anciently classed into two groups, that of Canes sagaces and
Canes pugnaces, or Bellicosi, the latter, the pugnacious dogs
being used in war, belonging to the .\lbanian, Arcadian, Atha-
manian, Egyptian, Hyrcanian, Iberian (Spanwsh?) Locrian,
I.ybian, Laconian, Mede, Magnesian, Pannonian, Ser or
Indian, Briton, Celt, and a few others nearly allied, and that
the most prevalent idea of the ancients was that the Bellicosi
or pugnaces came from Asia. This latter remark as to the
supposed Asiatic origin of the British mastiff is of weight, as
it goes a long way towards confirming the presumption that
there was an early importation of the Assyrian or Asiatic
mastift into Britain.

G



42 THE BRITISH MASTIFF.

Col. H. Smith says, the present mastiffs of Thibet arc clearly
the same as dogs of ancient Indi and Seri, and nearly the
same as those of Hyrcania.

Oppian, who lived towards the close of the sccond century,
and a portion of whose works were transtated by Mavor, in
17306, describes the war dog of Britain, as having a truncated
muzzle, light brown or hazel eyes, heavy wrinkles or folds of
skin on the forehcad, stout limbs, and of great size.

In the writings ascril ¢d to Megasthenes, mention 1s made
of the British mastiff, larce headed, with blunt muzzles, broad
and muscular, with massive limbs.  Megasthenes was a Greek
historian, living some ;00 years B.C., and what now passes
for his composition is considercd spurious, thus although the
mention of these British degs will have been written after the
tume of Magasthenes—yet it proves the type of the breed at
a very carly date.
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The bulldog having no native name, shows that the breed
did not exist in Wales, unless it was derived from dwarfed
specimens of the gafaelgi.

In all works like the Mabinogion we can hardly expect
words to be used in a very specific sense, and with regard to
the ¢“cedenog” or shagginess, all our mastiffs formerly,
probably had a more shaggy coat. The coat being long and
rugged is mentioned as a characteristic of the Lancashire
mastiff, in the time of Hen. viii., and some strains of bulldogs
were formerly very inclined to a woolly and roughish coat,

W. Wotton, S.T.P. and his coadjutor M. Wilkams, A.M.
R.S.S. in their famous work I.eges Wallace or Welsh Laws
of Howel Dda Etc., published 1730, renders cosdawg as a
molossus or mastiff, whereas one of the most learned of modern
Welsh scholars, The Rev. Silvan Evans, Rector of Llanwrin,
(to whom for the foregoing information 1 am mainly indebted,
and who kindly gave meall the information in his power on
the subject) holds that cosdawg means a dog of inferior breed.
literally a plebeian dog, and it is certain that they were of little
consideration, according to the value of dogs m the \Welsh
Laws, being only estimated at fourpence.

Xuwii  “ Canis Domesticus (cosdawg) ab quemcungne  pertineal
etiam Regis, fuerit tv denarios tantum valet.  De Pretits Canum.

The Laws of Wales, Ecclesiastical and Civil of ** Howel the
@ood’” were compiled from still earlier ones, and were coacer-
vated and written after a kind of national convention, and
received the confirmation of Rome in 930, and have been most
wonderfully preserved. They were published by Wotton and
Williams in 1730, in a large folio, \Welsh and Latin; being
compiled from various parchment M.S.S. in the DBritish
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Museum and other archives. In the Glossary the word
cosdawg is rendered molossus, with the following note: *In
the margin of a Harlean Lib. M.S. parchment g3, C. 23.
Maatyn mastinus quo vocabulo mavores nostri molossum ™ i.e. by
which they will denote the larger of our mastiffs. The
cosdawg (canis domesticus) is mentioned in the xvii of the
Triades.

These Welsh words prove the early existence of the mastiff
and its ancient propensity of seizing and holding similar to
the more modern bulldog.

I'rom the father of English classics, Dan Chaucer, we read
that there existed in Britain in his day a variety of dog called
the Alan, which appear also to have been termed Alauntes,
what these were exactly is not very clear, and the following
particulars are about all 1 have been able to meet with in
reference to the breed.

Nunnius, who lived it is believed about 620, states that
Britain was named after Brito the son of Hasicio, who was
the son of Alan, of the family of Zaphet, (Vide Nun, chap. ii.)
This ancient scrap of History may not be worthy of credence.

Of the invasion of the Alan’s into Gaul and Britain, there
are some curious fragmentary extracts from ancient writers,
compiled by Sir Isaac Newton, and given in his ¢ Observations
upon the prophesies of Daniel 1733, part 1, chap. 6. Spain
also was overrun by the Alan tribes.

Modern writers have mauled and twisted this word Alan,
and the breed it designated, without proving or suggesting
anything satisfactory, or even probable, still, the term must
have had a derivation, and I am inclined to think it is
probably, the ancient British name for the mastiff, (although
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of Slavonic origin and perhaps Pheenician introduction)
furnishing indirectly one of those landmarks in history that
so often crop up. As the Alan is not I believe mentioned
anywhere among the early dogs of I'rance and Germany, we
may fairly conclude that it is not of (ialic or Teutonic source.
The Spanish (who may be meant by Arrian under the name
of Iberians) still have the word in use under the Spanish
form Alano, and curiously enough showing the close relation-
ship between the two breeds, apply it to denote either a mastiff
or bulldog.

It has been presumed without any decided proof that the
Spanish bulldog was originally imported from Iingland, but
the truth of this is far from certain, and having inspected
some of the most noted Spanish bulldogs and Cuban bull
mastiffs, that have been imported to this country, I have
come to the conclusion that although the Spanish bulldog 1s
or was a remnant of the true Pugnaces, yet it differs consid-
erably to the British bulldog of modern ages, in more
characteristics than its greater size. Col. H. Smith n
Naturalists Library, states that he was informed in the West
Indies by some cattle dealers, who cultivated the breed, that
the Cuban mastift was introduced from England about 13560,
and that they were first kept at a monastry in the ancient
capital of St. Jago, acording to accounts reccived from a
priest by the cattle dealers who informed Col. I1. Smith.

It may not be unadvisable here to mention, that the
imported pedigreeless Couchez, (whose blood runs in nearly
every modern mastiff) bore all the trace of having a large
percentage of Spanish bulldog blood in him, and although

imported as a smooth St. Bernard 1 have little doubt that in
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reality he was little else than a Spanish bull mastiff or Alano,
and think that it is very probable that the smooth coated old
Alpine mastiff race was procured from Spain.

However it is to Spain we must look for the clue to the
term Alan or Alano, and I premise my suggestion for the
origin of the termi, by mentioning that Spain as well as Ireland
and probably Cornwall, was colonized by the Pheenicians as
1s exhaustively sketched in Sir Wm. Betham’s work ¢ The
Gael and the Cimbri.”

I think it 1s probable that the word Alan was the Pheenician
term to denote the Asiatic mastiff and was introduced by them
into Britain as well as Spain.

\We see that the Molosst gave their name to the dogs of
their country, and I would suggest that it is only probable
that the \lant gave their name to the mastifts of their land.
Hence Canes Alani, dogs of the Alan’s, and as Molossus means
the dog of Epirus, and in a secondary sense a watch dog or
kind of mastiff. By the same custom Alani gives an Alan, or
in a secondary sense a cattle dog or mastiff, employed as a
guard against the wolf.

The Alani were a people of Asiatic, Sarmatia. or Tartary,
living in the valleys of the ancient Caucasus. This south-
western portion of Asiatic Russia lies hetween the Caspian
and Mare Sarmaticum or Black Sea, and stretches southwards
from the high ridges ot the Caucasus to the frontiers of Asiatic
Turkey and Persia, embracing the ancient Colchis, Albania,
and a portion of Armenia, including Mount Ararat, the cradle
of the canine as well as human race.

The word Alan is still the Slavonic name for a wolf dog,
and we find the Assyrians were possessed of the mighty
Aslatic mastifl.
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Sarmatia was almost unknown to the ancients. Juvenal
says * Ultra Sauromates fugere etc.,” Lib. 1, satire ii.  The
southern portion adjoining the Paulus Moetis had for its
principaltown Cimmerium. Between Colchis and the Caspian
or Hyrcanian sea, were Iberia and \lbania, famous through-
out classic lore, for the mighty dogs they produced.

The Sarmatians were a savage uncivilized nation, naturally
warlike, and famous for painting their bodies, to make them
appear more terrible in the field of battle. They passed
among the Greeks and Latins as barbarians, and joined by
the savage hordes of Scythia, under the names of IHuns,
Goths, Vandals, Alans, Etc., in the third and fourth centurics
they ruined the empire. The Sarmatians usually lived in the
mountains without any habitation except their chariots, and
cxisted by plunder and the milk of their flocks.

In this description (gathered from Strabo. Diodorus, Flor-
entius, Lucan, Juvenal, and Ovid) we see the counterpart of
the ancient Britons.

De la Barre Duparq in his Historical Study of ** The Dogs
of War ” says under the dogs of the Cimbri, that the dogs of
the Alans were trained by their masters in the roughness and
custom of biting, in order to serve and fight against their
cnemies.

Mannert 4,-410, makes out the Albanians to be \lans, and
the progenitors of the European Alani, which if correct is
suggestive of affinity between the dogs of the Alani with the
ancient dogs of Albania, and it’is probable the \siatic mastiff
ranged from Mount Ararat along the Caucasus into Northern
Europe in one direction, and also along the south of the
Caspian, through the valleys of Mons Caspius, the modern
Elburz mountains of Persia, through Hyrcania (then covered
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with forests) and through Afghanistan and ‘through the
mountain valleys of Himalaya to Mongolia. The jealousies
of Oriental Governments as well as natural difficulties have
interfered with the exploration of those parts of High Asia,
which still possess the Asiatic mastiff in more or less purity.

But to account for the introduction of these Sarmatian
or Slavonic Asiatic mastiffs getting into Britain.

It has been advanced that the Irish are undoubtedly
descended from a Scythian nation, and that at an early period
part of the country was colonized by the Pheenicians, and in
proof of the latter it has been urged that the specimens of the
Punic language prescrved by Plautus are almost pure Irish.

The very word bitch, a female dog, would secm to be from
the Punic or Lybian language. The Irish word for a female
is ¢ Bithm,” while in Plautus we find the same word spelt
Bithym.

Again the word * Brach " used by Shakespearc ‘“ When my
lady’s brach may stand by the fire and stink” is evidently
allied to the Irish and British word ¢ Brech ™ for a hound,
and the Spanish employ the same word ¢ Braque”’ to denote
a pointer, and that dog appears to have taken its old Pheeni-
cian name with it into France.

Again the Irish terms for the greyhound Cuib and Gibue
seem nearly allied to the Spanish word gibbo, hunched, and
gibboso, hunched back, which words are nearly allied to
“« Gibbus,” hunched backed, as used by Juvenal, and gibba
used by Suetonius. The word gibue being evidently the
Pheenician Irish applied to the greyhound on account of its
hunched or arched loins, which was a more prominent
charaéteristic formerly than of late years.

H
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What makes it still more presumptive that the frish gibue
is of Pheenician origin is that in the Amharic language the
arched back hyana is called gib, and in the Ethiopic, zibee.
It has also been stated that the antique swords found in the
bogs of lreland have on analysis been proved to consist of
material precisely similar to the Punic swords, dug up by Sir
Wm. Hamilton m the field of Cannee, and 1t was the custom
of the ancient Irish, after the manner of their Scythian
ancestry to bury the favourite sword of their heroes along
with them, and Moore has referred to this practice in his
beautiful melody ¢ Lay His Sword by His Side.”

The custom of the Sarmatian Alans of painting their bodies
with the forms of animals is mentioned by Herodian, and
Buchanan in his history of Scotland. Lib. 11. says of the Picts
i endeavouring to trace their onigin ** 1 do not see any more
certain data to follow than the fact of their painting their
bodies.™

From these historical particulars I think it 1s quite possible
that the name Alan was the original name borne by the
Asiatic mastiffs, imported to this country by the Phaenicians,
such has been the accepted idea as we see from Arrian's
writing, or else the ancient Britons or a portion of them were
of Sarmatian origin and brought their dogs and customs with
them, although 1t is worthy of consideration that Camden -
mentions that Alans served in the IRoman garrisons in Britain,

and these may have brought specimens of their white Asiatic
mastiffs with them.

While the word Alan is evidently of Slavonic derivation, I
have not found it in connection with the dog previous to
Twici and Chaucer, the latter mentioning it in The Canterbury
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Tales under the Knight’s Story, that the Alar was a white
dog of vast size, (as large as a steer) and used for hunting the
lion or wild boar.

Cotgrave calls the Alan a great ugly lop-eared brute, with
great dewlaps, used for hunting the boar. Other early writers
have stated that it was a large, strong. thick-headed. short
muzzled dog. These descriptions will only suit the mastiff,
and are identical with the peculiarities of the mastiffs depicted
on the Assyrian slabs, hunting lions, and the dogs figured on
the early British pottery.

The white colour of the early English Alan and the Spanish
Alano of the present day is very suggestive of a Sarmatian or
Russtan origin. The Tartarian and Siberian mastiffs are
often quite white, and the few specimens I have seen of
the breed conform much more nearly to the mastifts on the
Assyrian slabs, than the Tibetian variety does.

About the year 18635 I visited the kennel of the noted Dog
Dealer, Bill George, then at Kensal Newtown, Paddington,
London, and among a ggeat-number of dogs he had his famous
English bulldog, a Spanish bulldog, the English mastiff Venus
(by Tiger 2345 out of Nell by I.ukey's Nelson out of his
Bounty), and a vast smooth coated mastiff. perfectly milk
white, except for patches on each side the face and covering
both ears. This dog’s coat was short, very hard and almost
wire haired ; he was of vast size, in fact, as far as I can now
judge, was one of the largest dogs I have ever seen, and was
a true mastiff, both in type of head, massiveness of limbs, and
bulk of body, being totally distin¢t from the Great Dane or
boarhound type. Bill George stated that he was a Spanish
mastiff, and asked only the modest sum of £20 for him.
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Col. H. Smith states that the mastiffs of the Continent are
generally white, with very large clouds of black or red.

I have known several mastiffs brought from Spain, all of
which have been jet black in colour, one, a bitch, was brought
over by some cattle dealers, with cattle, from the mountains
of Spain.

As a proof of the presence of the mastiff or Alano in Spain
in past times. In TLockhart’s Ancient Spanish Ballads
mention is made of a mastiff that belonged to Don Pedro the
cruel, Vide 11, 12, 13, and 14 verses of the xxii. ballad,
entitled ‘“ The murder of the master of St. Jago,” whick took
place at Sevile in 1358. I have not seen the original Spanish
version, but the particulars mentioned in the ballad show
that a mastiff and not a small bulldog was meant. '

The foregoing enumerations fully prove the existence of a
white breed of Alans, both in England and Spain, conforming
with the Asiatic mastiff in type and uses, and being scemingly
of Pheenician introduction.

It is very probable that it is due to their Dlood that the
white blaze up the face, on the breast and paws, was form-
erly so prevalent in the English mastiff, and still so frequently
re-appears.
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agility. The dog is stated to have been descended from the
fore-mentioned cross. However, the Dutch mastiff is still to
be met with occasionally in Holland. About 1875, Mr. Theo
Basset, (perhaps the best fox terrier judge in England, and
at one time a mastiff admirer himself) told me of one of these
Dutch mastiffs he had seen in Hamburg, standing not more
than 28 inches at shoulder, and weighing 180lbs. He made
me a rough sketch of this dog, showing it to have been a long,
low, massive animal, with vast bones, but short limbs; coat
and stern both fine. Such very much appears to have been
the figure of the ancient pugnaces of Gaul and Britain.

Meagre as arc the records left by the classical writers, there
are other and more certain proofs of the exact forms and
characteristics of the early British mastiff, and it 1s to the
artist rather than to the penman at this carly date, that we
are indebted for the type of these war dogs.

In the History of Manchester, by the Rev. \Whitaker, 1773,
(a curious and rather rare book, not unfrequently referred to
by antiquarians) are some interesting particulars relating to

3ritish dogs, but the reader must take his remarks in general,
cum grano salts, many being premised on totally incorrect
basement, and are contradictory, at the same time the work
is an elaborate compilation of historical and curious matter,
collected by a too credulous writer, but talented antiquarian,
gifted with a flowing diction, and he accepts such matter as
the spurious poems of Ossian as genuine history and rehiable
information. His knowledge of dogs, as might he expected,
was plainly very limited. Among a tangled mass ot historical
information on the mastiff and bulldog, Whitaker gives the
cut of a coin of Cunobline successor of Cassivelaunus Pen-
dragon or head king, as his name implies, and father of the
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well-known British Prince Caractacus. This Cunobline lived
in the reigns of Tiberias and Caligula, and died before the
Autumn of 43 A.D. He was the first to mint money with an
impression, having procured artists, and masters of the mint,
from the Continent.

On one side of a coin, illustrated in Whitaker, 1s the figure
of a naked man bearing a club, on the reverse, a figure seated
on what Whitaker thought to be the figure of * the British
mastiff bearing a child on its back.” T exulted on first reading
this account (kindly sent me by Miss J. E. Walker of Clifton,
a good judge and enthusiastic admirer of the mastiff, of which
she possesses some fine specimens. Miss Walker is also a
most accomplished lady, gifted with the sounder erudition,
those of the last century were not unfrequently possessed of)
seeing that 1f correct, it would be an unquestionable proof of
the size and power of the British mastiff of that date, for 1

need hardly point out no bulldog could bear even a child on
its back.

But after careful inspection of the cut of the coin, engraved
tirst by Dr. Pettingall, from Mr. Daunes collection, I fcel
bound, although reluctantly. to differ in opinion from the

learned writers. as to what the impressions were really
intended to represent.

In all humility I would suggest that the one side was
intended not to represent the British king, but Hercules, as
the emblem of power, and 1 may suggest further that Cunob-
lines mint master being probably a Roman (as Whitaker
points out) his dies would be of Roman artistic design, which
would fully account for any allegorical representation of
Hercules, as the emblem of power and strength. That

Hercules was known to the Britons at an early date, through
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the Pheenicians, we learn from Sir Wm. Betham'’s work ¢ The
Gael and Cymbri.” It is however the reverse side of the coin
that Mr. Whitaker concluded bore the impression of the
mastiff. I am inclined to think however, it is one of the
carliest representations of Brittania, or else Cybele seated on
the lion. I advance this, as the figure instead of being a child,
as Whitaker concluded, evidently merely from the animal
bearing it, being represented as large, is however plainly
intended to represent a full-grown woman, the paps being
plainly depicted, and largely developed, and the wide hips, so
distinctive of the female figure, and rightly considered by the
ancients a perfection, and carly marked by the sculptors of
Venus.

The idea of a woman seated on a beast is entirely Eastern,
we read of Venus Aphrodite riding on the foam of the sea on
the figure of a half horee, half fish; also St. John's vision of
the whore of Babylon scated on the beast. Revelations
XVil.-3.

But to return to the coin, the animal is much more faulty
in delineation, the head might certainly lead anyonc to think
it was intended for a mastifl, but the legs on the other hand
would best represent those of a horse, however from the
marked flective curve of the tail, in which I can trace I fancy,
the intended representation of the ending leonine tuft, I think
there is little doubt but that the animal was designed to
represent a lion. That the coin was one undoubtedly struck
by Cunobline is conclusively shown by the letters TAS. CNO.

I have suggested that the reverse side the coin may be a
representation of Cybele or Ceres, the Goddess of Plenty, for
there is an antique gem figured in the Encyclopadia Londin-
cnsts, published 1811, Plate ii. No. 25, taken from the
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colleGtion of Mr. Jas. Tassie, of Leicester Square, and was
from a Cornelian with Cybele mounted on a lien. It is very
similar, only much less faulty in execution, and whether
Britannia seated on the lion had not its origin from Cybele
(The Tellus or Ceres of Hesiod v. 130) is very doubtful, for it is
very suggestive of affinity of the Druidical religion, that Cybele
is at times represented crowned with the leaves of the oak.
Vide &Enid vii.-133.

I thus venture my opinion against that of Whitaker, feeling
I have too good a case to risk damaging my evidence of what
the British mastiff was by using doubtful matter, although it
is as well to mention this, for at any time it may be advanced
as circumstantial mastiff history, and in this history of the
mastiff T wish to refute any inaccurate statements made by
those writing on the breed.

It is a recorded saying of the late President Garfield that
“\We cannot study nature profoundly without bringing our-
selves into communion with the spirit of art,” and from the
Potter’s art we get the earliest examples of the form of the
mastiff, while Britain was under the Roman dominion.

The Britons understood the art, and practiced the labours
of pottery, and many of their vessels have descended to us.
The progress of art however was unequal to that on the
Continent, and it was under the tutorship of Roman or Roman
Frisian masters, that the Britons learnt to glaze and embellish
their arms and other vessels with figures and carvings, and
it was not until between go and 100 A.D. that art and
literature spread to any extent in Britain ; thus we can form
a fairly accurate estimate of about the age of the pottery
bearing forms of the British mastiff.
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In the Parish of Castor, in Northamptonshire, the remnant
of a Roman station was found, which has been identified as
the Durobrivee of Antoninus, who it will be remembered
died A.D. 161. Numerous examples of Romano Britannic
pottery have been found at this station, and it is commonly
called Castor or Durobrivan ware, and on this ancient pottery,
(which has been fully treated on by Mr. Roach Smith)
numerous examples of dogs are found, which are so boldly
and typically rendered, that we may regard them as fairly
accurate examples of the canime forms of that date. These
dogs fall usually under two widely divergent and distinct
types, namely, that of the vertragal or great Celtic greyhound,

and the pugnaces or mastifl

In 1823, E. T. Artis published a work entitled ¢ Roman
Antiquities, or the Durobrivie of Antoninus Identified.” In
a scries of plates illustrative of the excavated remains of that
Roman station, in page 48 of the work, 1s figured a mastiff
attacking a horse in the flank, showing at once that the
manner of attack in these ancient British mastiffs, was not
the attack of the bulldog, which, if pure bred, always flies at
the head or throat.

In page 33 of the same work 1s another plate, showing one
of these mastiffs galloping after a horse.  Judging from the
relative size of the horses and dogs which are both very
carefully and accurately delineated, these dogs must have
been between 28 to 30 inches at shoulder, and in conformity
with all the examples I have met with of those carly timcs,
their heads are broad and full, muzzles very short, broad and
truncated, (the shortness of the muzzle being a marked
characteristic of the British mastiff, lost sight of by many
breeders, owing to their ignorance of these facts, the last 23
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vears) the ears are small and partially erect, (which is often
the case in modern specimens when the ear.1s small and
muscular, system highly developed.) Their necks and bodies
are massive, and limbs short and stout, the sterns are fine,
and the ‘“tout ensemble” is that of long bodied, muscular,
heavy mastiffs.

The dogs in these scenes were plainly used for collecting
horned cattle and horses out of the woods and pastures. It
may be thought that the mastift would be too slow a dog to
be able to drive a horse out of a forest glade, but it must be
remembered that the first beok on the horse, published in
Elizabeth’s reign, it 1s stated our breed of horses even at that
time consisted of only strong animals, fit merely for slow
draught.

The figures of the British mastiffs I have mentioned form
a rehiable proof of what the breed was between A.D. 100 and
150, which we may estimate would be about the time the
vessels were manufactured. These are the best drawn and
most reliable evidences I have met with, and it would be
ridiculous to class such dogs as bulldogs, with their manner
of attack and large size; yet their broad skulls and short
muzzles, show their close affinity to the British bulldog, and
they may have been the common ancestor of both our mastift
and bulldog, especially if we admit the theory that the
bulldog 1s only the British pugnaces, dwarfed by selection in
breeding.

In Roach Smith’s work ¢ Collectanea Antiqua™ are some
cuts of dog’s heads, figured on some of the Romano Britannic
pottery, in page 10, no. 24 is one of these large headed
mastiffs, the muzzle being blunt, short, broad and heavy, the
under jaw being very massive, with an exceedingly broad
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mouth, and seemingly undershot. This specimen secms to
have had some rough hair about the neck, which lion-like
mane we see depi¢ted in Hogarth’s bull-mastiff, and which
formerly was a very common feature both in the mastiff and
bulldog, and accounts partly for the Welsh epithet of
“cedenog gafelgi” or shaggy mastiff. It 1s worthy ot
notice that in this instance, the ears are figured as having
plainly been cropped, which practice appears to have been of
great antiquity, and very universal, probably spread by the
Romans, who seem to have had the idea of doing away with
all superfluous appendages. Perhaps the earliest mention
we have of docking a dog’s tail was the action of Alcibiades,
who cut off his dog’s tail, to give the Athenians something to
talk about. The practice of cropping the ears is self-evident,
and even humane under some circumstances, but the origin
and reason for docking the tail is inexplicable.

In page 11, no. 314 of Mr. Smith’s work is the head of a
mastiff on the handle of some utensil, the ear is uncropped,
of medium size, and pointed backwards, the only other feature
particularly worthy of note in this, 1s the heavy blunt muzzle.
There is in the Archalogica Cantiana a plate, lithographed
by Thos. Kell, of London, from a drawing of Humphrey
Wickham, Esq., from a Romano Britannic pottery vessel in
the colle¢tion of Mr. Teanby. Wr. Wickham very kindly
furnished me with particulars and a tracing. The subjeét,
an imbossed hunting scene, in which the dog is chasing a
hind. This compared with the foregoing examples I have
mentioned, is a very rough piece of art, and possibly partially
distorted by the action of firing. The dog is quite as large
as the hind, has a large short head, with the tongue hanging
out of the side of his mouth from the exertion of the chase,
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the neck and shoulders are vast, limbs short, and stern fine.
Rough as it is, the type is precisely the same as the mastiffs
depicted on the Castor ware.

It may be thought that the mastiff would be too slow to
catch a hind, and no doubt, owing to bad rearing, over and
injudicious feeding, and want of exercise, rendering many
specimens more like show pigs than gladiators, the majority
of mastiffs should be so, but when the mastiff is well reared,
they have considerable speed for a short distance, and at
Kirklees Hall, Yorkshire, John Crabtree, the head keeper,
had several of the deer run down and killed by his mastiffs

from time to time.

On one occasion when walking through a deer park, I came
across a fawn, asleep, it started up under my feet almost, and
bounded off at a great pace, my mastiff dog, Young King ii.,
giving chase, and although I shouted to him to stop, it was of
no avail, and I shall never forget the beautiful, yet to me sad
sight, the little creature made straight off to the main herd,
the dog keeping on after it right through them and singling
it out, and continuing the pursuit, leaving them all off in
another direction. What was the most painful part was
hearing the piteous, terrified cries of the little animal, and
seeing its mother gyrating in order to try and baffle the dog,
who however, much to my surprise, literally chased it down
and worried it savagely, threatening to do the same to the
dam if she approached too near. He was a well-grown, active
animal of usually most gentle disposition.

In order to show that the mastiff like dogs, on the Romano
Britannic ware, were not merely a conventional form of the
potter artist, Mr. Wickham forwarded me a tracing of a
drawing made from some of this early British pottery, on
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which is depiéted the vast Celtic greyhound. There are
two scenes, both stags being chased by these gigantic grey-
hounds, which appear perfectly smooth-coated, and approach-
ing nearer to the Great Dane than the Scotch deerhound or
Irish wolf dog in type. The action of the stags is particularly
spirited, and true to life. In one, the stag is looking back at
the long dog dashing after him; in the other, there are two
dogs, the former has just seized the stag by the hock, the
latter is rushing up from behind. All three dogs are identical
in type, and they are longer and as large as the stags
themselves. The delineation of both dogs and stags 1is
remarkably fine. In the parish of Castor, some more of these
greyhounds, together with deer and hare were found repre-
sented on a Mosaic pavement, vide account in Roman
Antiquities, by E. T. Artis, 1823.

Before concluding these remarks, it is only fair to the
enthusiastic antiquarian, Mr. Wickham, to state that although
in his 75th year at the time, and a stranger to me, nevertheless
distantly connected through our common ancestor the father
of the celebrated William of Wickham, his descendant carried
out his motto ““manners makyth man ™ by very courteously
assisting me to much of the foregoing information respecting

this early pottery, on which he was an able authority.

Some account of the early British mastiff and two figures
of the same are given in Wright’'s work, ¢ The Kelt, the
Roman, and the Saxon,” vide pages 207, 208, 211, and 212,
published 1852. There are also some specimens of the
British mastiff figured on some Romano Britannic pottery

in the museum of British curiosities at York.
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In a work entitled ¢ Old England ”” under Bestiaria is given
the cut of a sculpture found at Pompeii of a large mastiff
chained by the neck to a band round the body of a bull; the
dog is in the a¢t of flying at a man in front, while the bull is
galloping after the dog, and another man is running behind
with a whip. This dog was quite as large as our modern
mastiffs, and was a short headed, blunt muzzled, fine coated
animal. This piece of sculpture has been regarded (on what
authority I am unaware) as a specimen imported from Britain.
However, it forms a conclusive proof of the mastiffs existence
previous to A.D. 79.

Mr. Vero Shaw in his book on the Dog, gives a cut of two
carly mastiffs, as usual incorrectly termed canes molossi,
taken from J. F. Reidels ** Icones Animalium.” which work
is in the British Museum. Both these dogs have large heads,
short, blunt, truncated, and somewhat turned up muzzles,
and were evidently undershot, and prove the correctness of
the so called bull type in opposition to the sheepdog, boar-
hound, or bloodhound types, which by the ignorant have
sometimes been mistaken for the true mastiff type. Both
the dogs in Icones Animalium are large animals, leggy, and
totally ditferent from the modern bulldog in size. The ears
in both specimens are cropped as shown in the Durobrivan
cxamples. Their sterns are fine and long.

I have purposely extended these remarks to show that at
the time of the Roman dominion over this country we
certainly possessed the British mastiff, of distinét character,
and large size, at least from 27 to 30 inches at shoulder or
more, and from Arrian’s account, and other data, it would
scem that this breed had then been manufactured trom larger
crosses with the pure pugnaces of Britain and Gaul. Thus
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Col. H. Smith appears to have made a hasty, and somewhat
contradictory remark in suggesting that at the time of the
Roman supremacy, but one breed of broad mouthed dogs
existed, which were a sort of large bulldog, and he seemingly
overlooked the probabiiity that the English mastiff had then
been manufactured from crossing the true but smaller pug-
naces of England with the imported Asiatic mastiff. As he
says ‘It may be doubted whether there were in Britain two
“races of broad mouthed dogs during the Roman era, but it
““seems to us there was but one, and in that case the bulldog
¢ was the animal in question, one indeed far superior in size
“to the present breed, little inferior to the mastiff, and
‘“ probably very like the Cuban race.” The latter he describes
as follows: Larger than our common bulldog and smaller
than the mastiff, stout in proportion, muzzle short, broad, and
abruptly truncate, with somewhat of an upward curve, lips
pendulous, ears partly so.

In these remarks Col. H. Smith contradi¢ts somewhat
what he previously advanced as to the probable importation
of the Asiatic mastiff; but I have shown from the Romano
Britannic pottery that dogs identical with our short faced
English mastiffs existed at that date, some of about 30 inches
at shoulder.

Writers of less authority have followed Col. iI. Smith,
falling into the same error and exaggerating it, some contend-
ing the bulldog was the original and only breed, others that
the mastiff is an indigenous breed quite separate from the
bulldog, neither being exactly correct.

Before closing this chapter I may draw attention to the
fact that it has constantly been advanced in a carcless off-hand
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manner by writers treading on the footsteps of each other,
when treating on the mastiff and bulldog, both having laid
claim to the same fallacy, that at the time of the Roman
dominion over Britain there existed an officer (Procurator
Cynegii) who was stationed at Winchester, and that his
business was to seleét British mastiffs or bulldogs, and
forward them to Rome to fight in the Amphitheatre.

Now the most absurd part of this hackneyed statement is
that none of its users are able to statc any authority for their
assertion, except by referring to some predecessor. Camden
is the earliest author I know who has treated on this, and
from what he writes, it would appear that the error was
extant at his time; yet it will readily be seen from what is
said in Gough’s Edition of Camden, that the whole super-
structure hangs on the translation of a single word, namely,
that of Cyncecii or Cynegii. I have never met with anything
to warrant any reason for believing such an Officer, Steward,
or Agent for mastiffs or dogs of any sort existed, either in
any Greek or Latin author coeval with the Roman occupation,
and it is only probable that had there been any Roman
agent stationed to procure and forward dogs to Rome, some
mention or reference to it would have been found in the
classics.

There is nothing in the Monumenta Historica compiled by
the record commission that warrants any such assertion, and
the passage in Gough’s Camden goes a long way to prove it
1s an error that has crept in and grown.

Camden under Hantshire writes, upon the town of Winches-
ter. “The city was certainly considerable in the Roman

K



66 THE BRITISH PUGNACES.

“times since it appears that the Emperors had here their
“ Colonial weaving manufactory, this being the principal of
‘“the British ports and lying nearest to Italy. In the Notitia
«we have, ‘Procurator cynegii in Britannis ventensis or ben-
“tensis, where that eminent civilian J.Cunaciusreads ‘cyneecit’
“which in his Paratitla on the codes he interprets ‘sacrum
“textrinum or royal weavery.” Of his opinion is Pancirolus,
*who writes that these Cyncecii were founded to make clothes
“ for the emperor and the army, and also bed, sail, and other
 houschold linen ; but Wolf-gangus Lazius thinks the officer
«had the care of the emperor’s dogs here. 1t 1s certain our
« dogs were celebrated as the best in Europe, insomuch as
“Strabo Lib. iv. p. 199, says they served as soldiers and
“avere used in war by the ancient Gauls, and were in great
“demand for the sports in the amphitheatre at Rome.”

The foregoing is from page 168 of Camden’s DBritannica,
enlarged by Richard Gough 2nd Edition 1800, and in 1t there
is a note to the ctfect that *it cannot be otherwise than
“cynweii if we attend to the company it is in, a list of
“ superintendents of wardrobes of linen manufacturers and
 dyers, cyneecii, lainsicia, and baptica,”  From this passage
in Camden has the whole misstatement scemingly  been
fabricated. Had the officer in question been a superintendent
to procure and forward Britiah baiting dogs for the Amphi-
theatre, his title would have heen Procurator Pugnacium Vel
Molossorum.

However it will be scen there is not sufficient to warrant
any careful writer on the mastiff accepting the statement
that any such officer existed to procure and forward mastiffs

or any sort of dogs for Romie, and the mistake appears from






CHAPTER VI.
THE BANDOG OR MASTIFFE,

The Friar set his fist to his mouth,
And whuted whutes three ;
Half a hundred good band-dogs
Came running over the lee.
Black Lctter copy of Robin Hood and the Curtall Friar.

—0—

ArTER the evidences of the British mastiff left us by the pocts
and artists at the time when the Roman supremacy over
Britain was in the height of its culture and civilization, scanty
are any traces of the breed until after the Norman conquest.

The Saxons, a race of rude warriors, terse in their phrasc-
ology and possessed of little skill in sculpture or carving,
apparently found the British mastiff used principally as a
watch-dog.

Saxon sculptures are scarce and very rude, being seemingly
only copied from the Roman, and it is not surprising that no
sculptured figures of dogs of that period have been found.
Two of the most curious, perfect and best examples of pure
Saxon sculpture that I have seen are in Chichester Cathedral,
Sussex ; they werce discovered in 1829, built into the walls,
and are supposed to have been brought from the Saxon
Cathedral, at Selsea, in Sussex. The subjects are scriptural
pieces, and are boldly carved raised figures in a kind of red
clay or deep red softish stone, and the long tunics, long curled
hair and beards, at once pronounce them to have been
excecuted while the pure Anglo-Saxon style of dress was
prevalent, prior to the conquest ; and as Selsea was founded
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by St. Wilfrid in 680 A.D., it is probable these Saxon works
of art are over 1000 years old, 'and form a striking contrast
when compared to the faultless works of Gibson, R.A.; and
that of other modern sculptors scattered about the same
Cathedral.

In the Natural History, or rather ¢ Bestiaria’ as it was
termed, of the middle ages, although we find numerous figures
of animals in carving, such as the lion, bear, bull, and ram,
we find few figures of the dog ; this unfortunate circumstance
for the dog lover is easily accounted for, as the animals
depicted are in semi-sacred subjects, being all symbolical, and
although the early artist depiting Taurus or Aries intended
to represent the ancient fabulous animals, they could only
obtain their models from the living animals around them.
Thus a Durham carver depicting Taurus, would unintention-
ally leave behind a reliable portrait of the type of the
Teeswater cattle of his day ; while the Herefordshire sculptor
would delineate the Hereford bull of his period, whose type
is thus handed down to posterity, having been preserved
among the crumbling calcelarius remains and dusty particles
ot their breeders who rest around the carvings.

From the miserere sculptures of \Worcester and other
Cathedrals, we can obtain the fashion of the dress and
appearance of our ancestors, and the forms of our early
English cattle and sheep, but the mastiff not being symbolical
of any sacred or profane subject is not found.

One of the great drawbacks to discovery and information
from such sources, is the fa¢t that few antiquarians have any
real knowledge of the characteristic features of the various
breeds of dogs, in fact, they are not dog fanciers or judges as
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a rule, and unfortunately seldom think of soliciting the
opinion of qualified judges when they make any canine dis-
covery.

While until the last few years the majority of dog fanciers
were too ignorant and coarse in their tastes to have any
regard for such investigation, the educated and thoughtful
however, would wish to raise the tone of the fancy, and cause
the antiquarian and learned to appreciate the defined points
of the various breeds; while practical, experienced breeders
know the value of ascertaining knowledge of old ancestrial
types, whlch are very fixed and hard to eliminate, unless
purposely suppressed in a systematic way.

In the Priory Church of Little Dunmow, in Essex, there
was, and probably still 1s, the figure of a dog, couched at the
feet on the tomb of the fair Matilda, the supposed Maid
Marian of Robin Hood, and daughter of Robert, 2nd Earl
Titz Walter.  This mural tomb, made in the 13th century,
was shielded by a dark screen of oak, believed to be coeval
with the building which formed merely a southern portion of
the Collegiate Church founded by Raef Baynard. The tomb
itself is figured in Gough’s Sepulchral Monuments.

Of the mastiff during the Saxon times, there 1s next to no
record, beyond their terse barbarian name for the breed, that
of “bandog,” cvidently bestowed on account of the use they
found the mastiff put to in this country.

There is no mention of this breed in the Forest Laws of
Canute, which, when we examine the clauses having reference
to dogs, we may easily understand, as owing to the bandog or
mastiff being kept perpetually on the chain as a watchdog,
they were not at all liable to molest the king's deer, or other
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animals of the royal chase, and even greyhounds might be
kept by farmers without being hambled or expeditated as the
terms were, (.. having three of the toes of the fore feet
chopped off) providing they were kept ten miles from the
forest, according to the Charter of the Forest Laws of Canutus,
the Dane, king of England, granted at \Winchester in a
parliament held there 1n A.D. 1062.

The ball of a dog’s foot was termed the “ pellota,” and the
claw the ““ortellus,” and to law a dog, that was to cut out
the ball, or else to cut off the three claws of the fore foot, was
termed expedito or expaalto. Hambling or hameling of a
dog in the forest laws was the same as expediting or lawing.
This was not hamstringing or houghing, i.. cutting the
sinews of the ham, as some have explained incorreétly, but
simply meant retarding or abating in speed, from the old
obsolete word hameled, abated from the Saxon hamelan, to
abate.

Perhaps to account more satisfactorily for the lack of
mention of the mastiff during the Saxon times, it is well to
remind my readers of the comparatively few works that existed
at that period, paper not being invented until the reign of
Edward 1st, caused all books to be written on parchment.
It has been written that the foundations of our English
literature were laid when St. Agustine converted the Saxons
to christianity.

Under Alfred the Great learning was encouraged for a short
tuime, but the Anglo-Saxon literature died out with just a
flicker during the reign of Canute. Few works are extant in
the Anlglo-Saxoun tongue, writers of that period principally
cmploying Latin, and the scarcity of books in those times
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may be imagined, when it is asserted that Alfred, king of
Northumberland, gave to Benedi¢t Biscop, (a learned priest,
who had travelled to Rome to colle¢t M.S.S.) a large landed
estate, for one book only.

It is just possible that Alfric, Archbishop of Canterbury,
who died in 1005, may have mentioned the bandog in his
Glossary of Latin and Saxon words, but in the general way
as Latin was the usual language of literature and correspon-
dence until the conquest, any mention of the mastiff would
probably be under the Latin terms molossus, villaticus, or
catenarius, In Senaca, who flourished A.D. 50, are the
following lines: ‘“Iraceris Catenario Cani, ef his quum multum
latvavit objecto cibo mansuescit. Sen ILib. iil. de Ira. And
Columella of Cadiz, A.D. 63, also calls the bandog ‘“ catenatus
janitor,” and canis villaticus, classical terms we shall see our
English writers made use of. Perhaps a careful research
among the few Saxon M.S.S.s etc., would reveal some
mention of the breed.

The mastiff has commonly borne the name of bandog from
the time of Canute to the last century, when that undisputed
authority on all such subjects, W. A. Osbaldiston, in his
British Sportsman’s Dictionary, published 1792, ignores the
term mastiff, using like a true Saxon the name bandog to
define the breed.

Ban-dog or band-dog 1s of true Saxon origin, from banda,
a chain, or any narrow ligament by which a thing is bound,
and doc, a dog, hence banda-doc, or band-dog, a chained dog,
and it was the recognised term for the mastiff. Chaucer
mentions the bandog. Sir Thos. More, (1500 about) p. 586,
c, spells the word bande-dogge. Spencer, in The Shepherd’s
Calendar, first published in 1579, has, under September, ¢ We
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have grecat bandogs, will tear their skin.” Shakespeare also
says ““ The time when screech owls fly and bandogs howl.”
Hen. vi., scene iv., a¢t 1. Again ‘“Bowgh wowgh! the
watchdog’s bark.” The Tempest, scene ii., act 1.

Koch mentions the bandog,—bond-dog as an instance of a
compound, in which one or both of the elements have been
changed, or become obsolete. Kochiii., p. 98. But consider-
ing the number of good authorities there are for the spelling
bandog ; with every deference to Koch, I consider he was
mistaken about any elementary change, and the contraction
from band-dog is only an instance of natural syncope that we
find in most languages. Although in the Promptorum Par-
vilorum sive Clericorum Dictionarius, made about 1440, and
published by A. Way, in 1865, page 43, 1s mentioned the
bondogge or bonde-dogge molossus, and in a note, Way gives
it bonde-doge molossus.

The bandog (spelt band-dog in this instance) is mentioned
in the old English ballad of * Robin Hood and the Curtall
Friar,” 7.e. a Cistercian monk of Fountains, Abbey, Yorskhire,
which shows that the mastiff was used for the same purposes
very much as keepers still use them at times. The old lines
are

¢ The Friar set his fist to his mouth,

“ And *whuted whutes three :

¢ Half a hundred good band-dogs

¢« Came running over tke lee,”

¢« Two dogs at once to Robin Hood did goc,
* The one behind, the other before,

“ Robin Hood’s mantle of Lincolne greene.
< Off from his backe they tore.”

* To whute is the shrill whistling noise made by shepherds and boys
by putting their fingers into their mouths and whistling in a certain way.
It is much more shrill than the ordinary whistle, and can be heard at a

cousiderable distance.
i
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This mention of the bandog is of little value as actual
history, for the statements are plainly creations of the bard,
but it is of value, as indirectly it furnishes proof of the old
English name for the mastiff in the 15th and 16th centuries.
There is an old black letter copy of this ballad in the Pepysian
library, printed by H. Gosson about 1610, and as the ballads,
jests, and plays of which Robin Hood was the hero, arc
considered by such authorities as Gough and others, as not
being much carlier than the date of printing, we may consider
the majority will not have been composed before 1400.

Pope has given Jas Ralph, an American writer, a place in
his Dunciad, where he exclaims, * Silence ye wolves,” while
Ban Ralph to Cynthia howls, and makes night hideous :
answer him ye owls. This was written between 1725 and
1744. That polished little diamond Rogers, who reflashed
in prismatic shades the gems of others, evidently copied from
Shakespeare, the lines in his Pleasures of Memory, where he
says:

* Imps, in the barn with mousing owlet bred,
 From rifled roost at nightly revel fed ;
¢ When in the breeze the distant watch-dog bayed.”

N. Bailey, 1742, give band-dog a dog kept in bands or tied
up, a mastiff; and Littleton in the 1677 edition of his Latin
and English Dictionary, gives band-dog or<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>